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Dancing to the tune of Mother Earth
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Karma Dance

(Ritual dance of Binjhal tribe
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Karma Dance: Karma is a primitive fertility cult dance practiced by
many aboriginal tribes of Odisha and Chhattisgarh. The Karma
festival is performed as a tribute to Karamsani on the 11th day of bright
fortnight in the month of Bhadra. Karma is very special to the Binjhal
of Borasambar of Bargarh district. They believe their gods participate
in their dance. During the triennial Daliapat Yatra, scores of villages
indulge in night-long karma dance to accord welcome and bid farewell
o the deities. The present dance item is based on the rituals associated
with Karma puja. The holy Halan branch is installed ceremoniously on
the sacred platform and after invoking the deities the traditional dance
begins to the special beats of Mandal and cymbals. The song and dance
narrates the story of Karma worship while recreating the Binjhal world
view of dancing to appease the gods of earth, fire, air and water.

Karma Festival: The festival of Karma has been related to the harvest

and to the Karam tree. It symbolizes fertility, prosperity and all that is
L auspicious. This festival falls in the month of August/September (11th
moon of the Hindu month of Bhadrapad). The name Karma is drawn
from the name of a tree “Karam”.On this day people go in the forest to
collect fruits and flowers, and they worship Karma Devi, a goddess
who is represented with a branch of karam tree. The branches are
garlanded on the next day. Offerings of flowers, rice and curd are made
to them. Red colored baskets filled with grains are placed before the
branches. Barley seedlings are distributed among the young people,
who wear it on their heads. The branches are worshipped and their
blessings sought. As per the legends of Karam Devi, she is believed to
be the goddess of wealth and children.

Padampur Sangeet Samiti: Padampur Sangeet Samiti is a registered
organisation devoted to the restoration of the glorious cultural heritage
of Borasambar region. It has worked on the Gandabaja tradition, the
ethnic caste music essential in all social functions of the village, and
have arranged colourful pageantry of hundreds of folk musicians
playing the Dhol, Nishan, Tasha and Muhuri in all major towns of the
state. They are specialized unit in the performance of Karma, based on
the Binjhal community dance and Dalkhai, the famous Sambalpuri
dance form.
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