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Magar receiving Sahitva Akademi
Aoward from Zakic Husain, 1968

wenty vears ago Amritlal

NMagar received the
Sahitya Akademi Award for
Amrit aur wvish from the
Akademi  President  Zakir
Husain, For its wide sweep
of imagination, its realistic
portrayal, narrative  power
and vigour, the novel was
hailed as an oulstanding
contribution to Hindi litera:
ture. sumitra Nandan Pant
found Nagars command of
language complete. Hazari
Prasad Dwivedi compared
Nagar 10 Premchand.

Barely thirteen, Amritlal
Nagar burst into verse at the
British  brutaliies on  the
nonviolent  demonstrators
against the Simon Commis-
sion, but poetry did not hold
him for long. He wmed to
fiction, wrote his first story,
‘Prayaschit, at the age of
fillcen and ar nineteen pub-
lished his first collection of
short stories, Varika, The
odd, the comic and the ugly
stirred him 1o found Chakal-
los, and its weekly doses
of humour and satire enter-
lained and smarted the read-
ers. Mahavir Prasad Dwivedi
was all praise for this cxplo-
sive but shortlived periodical,

Nagar read the western
masters and iranslated
some:  Tolstoy, Chekhov,

Docstoevsky, Balzac, Flau-
bert. Dumas, Maupasant and
Dickens, The Bengal famine
provoked the first sustained
fictional wveniure of Nadar
and Mahakal established his
reputation as a novelist. He
wrole twelve more novels,
ranging from a hundred 10
seven hundred pages cach,
The fictional world of Nagar
is remarkable for its historical
range, imaginative reach and
social grasp.

Suhag ke nupur is based
on  llango  adigals  Silap-
padikaram, and is set wo
thousand years ago. EKda
nairmisharanye s placed
in the Gupla period of the
3rd century, Kharyan nayan
recreates the 16th cenury
and presents the life of
Surdas; so does Manas Ka
hans. the story of Tulsidas;
Sat ahunghateoala mukhea is
set in the late 18ith conlury,
Sharranj ke rmohre in the
lath century; and  Karoel
spans the 19th and the 20th
Century.

Nagdar's imaginative swocp
covers ime and space, ming-
les fictional characters and
historical personac, sScizes
thee essence and empha-
sises the universal. The
characiers of bydone ages
come alive and may be secn
amorng the living, and some-
times the living in the fict-
tious.

He captures love in myriad
manifestations: from adoles-
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cent calf love through whole-
some marriage, morbid, for-
bidden relationships 1o the
repressed urges of the age-
ing. whether man or Wormnar,
ruler or ruled, rich or poor,
urban or rural. ancient  or
modem, Nagars central con-
cem is the individual and the
society. Their conflict and
confluence,  the need 10
retain individual identity and
o merde it in an everchang-
ing society, are delineated
by Nagar, as no other nove-
list has done before, It is
perhaps for this reason that
Boond  aur  sarmucdra has
been so widely acclaimed.
MNagar has experimented
withh form and  stvle and

MNagar ar his desk, 1976

achieved a remarkable suc-
cess. Novel within novel,
story within story, episode
within episode, link him with
the ancient Indian tradition
and yet mark him apart. He
is known for his vigorous
styvle, which wvaries  [rom
place 1o place and character
to character: Kharyjan nagein
is replete with an amazing
variery of Braj, Bhojpuri and
Avadhi; Seth bankemal uses
the ivpical Agra boli. In fac
the language of his fiction is
s0 rich and varied that it is
clitficult for one who doesn’
know him personally 1o tell
what his owrn is,

Nagar's shon stories have
been collected  in several
volumes and present a realis-
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tic and haunting picture of
the middle class life of north
India.

He has written over thirty
playvs and they have been
successiully staged or broad-
cast. He has been honoured
by the Utar Pradesh Sangeet
MNatak Akademi for his con-
tribution 1o the Hindi stage.

Criclar ke phool, aunigue sur-
vey of the LBST revolution and
ve kothevalion, an  inquiry
g the lives of the prost
wtes.  are  among  Nagar's
signilicant  contribution 1o
Hindi non-fiction,

Nagar worked with pro-
ducers like Uday Shankar
iKalpana) and Kishore Sahu
ikutarira bap, Rajol, Bahurari)
and wrote  dialogues  and
scenarios for marmy popular
Hinddi films: Ui, Paraga
dhan, Kisi se na kahna,
CGunjan, Sargom and Chor.,

Born in a Gujarati family
domiciled in Uttar Pradesh.
Magar has been gifted with a
prolific pen and a keen sense
of humour, He has published
over sixty books so lar and
camed a secure place for
himsell in the history of Hindi
literature.
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