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Hecemng Ramakrishna Jaidayal Harmnny Award from Mother Te m‘esa

Consmered a high priest of

modern” ' Indian _ fiction,
Ashokamitran writing in-Tamil
is a trend-setter in porraying
the emotions and aspirations,
the hopes and fedrs, the.inner
heavens and hells of  the
- aimerging modern middle class
with an eye for detail and a kind
pen that shews the gloomy
side, but also soothes the
reader.

“He is- a most consistent
novelist and short story writer
devoted to writing fulltime. and
has -esfablished himself as the
authentic representalive of the
middle class of the Tamil
society over a petiod of nearly
forly years.

His oulput consists today of
ning novels, ten collections of
short stories, two collections of
novellas and four books of
literary criticism. His approach
is characterised by humanistic
insight,- absence of dramatic
flourishes, “and =" a realistic
portrayal of the social scene.
His ‘low-key style, authentic
description and focus on a vast.
ran e ‘of varied people .are

cclaimed - by
expenmanls with

the ad of < story telling ™"
Ashokamitran i feels -that*
literature .and fme arls’ -may
seem fo have an independénl
existence but.in_a- subtle and
~inescapable manner they are
all tied up with the society.

critics. His -,
narrative -
techniques, styles and forms: .
have added riew dimensiops to -

Anuther notable view ol his is
that all his stories and novels
are in fact no separate
independent pieces but pars
one whole mass of writing.

Commenting, on ., an

Ashokamitran slory in 19?1
* Mayantara Sahgal opined that

Ashokamitran had a ‘brutal

directness in the telling that
required ng extra flourishes
and employed none. 'He has a

. very sure pen.’ Ashokamilran is
;a master storyleller. He knows

the' craft of the short story and

“w igachof his stories is an‘aid o a

progressive understanding of
complex psychology of human
beings.. .. vl

Born in a middle class
family on 22 September 1931
at . = Secunderabad,
Ashokamilran‘was brought up
during -the Nizam's twilight era
in Hyderabad State and his
personal ife_has two distinct
spans of experience. His youth
wilnessed the patriofic upsurge

- of Gandhian era and the terrors
. that characterised a helpless

population  ~-before - - _ the
integration ofs'the Hydarahad
State.into-thé Indian union by a
pc:h-:e action: The clher half of
his experience.is hfs years with
~the movie - community. of
-Madras_ He becﬂme & ful[l‘fme
erter in 1968. -

Aparl: frcnm fmmn he has

written four bqoks of gssays, a

teie—glaf -a-literary
aute mgr'aph}r He has done
considerable .translation from
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"With Mr, R K Narayan

English. to Tamil and. wce-;
versa.

Karalndha- - lehalgal: ;
(Dissolved Shadows) is a novel .
which pictures the make-
believe . world .of>" ginema,

tracing the. course of.a film:.

which refuses to get':completed
though.._ everyone connected
with it undergoes changes
which are sublime, ridiculous,

absurd and sometimes plain

pathetic,

Thanneer [water) _'

poignant
experienced . by the - urban
population. of Madras. duin

drought. Narration is matter of
 The,

fact and undramatic.
random mosaic of humdrum
ordinary incidents falls_in the

distinct pattern- of _life ~later.
Standing in line with pots.and .. -
running from one

buckets,
source 1o another, getting up at
odd hours of the night to work
hand-pump, and-casting aside
dignity'in begging a potiul from

ers --the “whole scene is
recredted with all the emerging

pettiness, selfishness,: greed:
crisis
situation. Gita Narayanan faels:

and ‘callousness, . in

that -his. understanding  of
human behaviour is for a1ways
eliciting. from  the reader -

recognition, a wry
awarehess “and  hopefully,

greater fellow-eeling for. dthers -

in the same cnndaﬂnn Z
An im Grtant

g
much-acclaimed novel inwhich®
the author brings olt some -
situations

salf-

_novel

Pathinettavathu Atchakkodu

By e

turmeil .

-and

" describes the_ hlamnc e'..rant of

. the takeover of Hyderabad
© State . . by

thee  Indian
Government and thetetror and
hat preceeded
police aﬁiion Tlhls is, a gentle'
maoving novel”

cultural . experiences, - {Fhe

* Hindu-Muslim neighbours ,and

the colourful  Anglo- Indian

- pecple come out in spectacular
.colours, The boy witnesses
violentinciderts andrin-the end

he has a trauma when a young
girl mistaking him to be a rioter,
offers herself to him in -panic
and pleads with him to save the

‘rest of the family. The novel

A painting 6l Ashokamitran by the
=~ . Artist Dave Russell

the..

‘that” = |
- understates, marks, fatighs and -

| weeps genl!y Chandru van
* ordingry young ‘man ﬂarrates
' the story through many-layered



records the hopes, confusiom;

terror and initiation of a boy to

the shocking and: vmiant ways

of the adult waﬁd,

Akay, Th:amafal {Lotus
the Sky) is anovel of the’ ijrd
illusions “nudured by - all
business today. Inru (Today) is
a novel of a period in India
when it was _thought that

freedom and demn;&racy-wm_ ad. * S
be .- possible: - -
Otran!(Spy!) is a nmrel abotla
group of writers from variogs® **

no longer

countries brought together-in
an American town angd it is".a

study- of diversity of* a:u]turaP-

attitudes.

Ashokamitran’s
stories poriray society in a
myriad 'ways ‘where ~ even
people and incidents not gquite
pleasant are depicted arifully
with an eye-‘*fb_r streaks 'of
humanity. _“~1h " his
Yugadharrnam a‘yﬂung bcry is

shocked when_his father asks -

him why hé -didn't resert to
copying: like  all .other boys. dn:
another. story - Service,

shé‘rt '

i
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thei: «
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© and:the victims are laken ir by«
their :afi:-;:ra.rle.-r:tl‘:ur affable
manners. %0

._I

. namg.ong.

.18 ~Chose:

pes

“The oty « Kuri

short, ¢
(Forecast) glyﬁ#nn amblgunus‘
porirayal of a “Mataji and the ..
~-unforunate

" peocple  drawn
towards m&mﬁ*‘haip from l,h@
supern atu rzﬂ.

o oo T

Asgmkg‘mttran has bqen aﬂ"

mspwa#ﬁn 16%a- host-ol- young

“Aurured by fiim iirough :

: writer
the :;m%!e- magazine mo\i’emént
He had a-long-association with
the n‘lagazme lganayazﬁl to
F‘arsonal[y Aahr:rkarmff‘hn
feels-that his view of-the world
to the Buddhistic
appreach to  lite  which
emphasises the futility of

"' gratification of desires and not
- faking anyene or anything for

e

mother Who gets back her child -

lost in-a™ -crowd, is not affected
as the man who has found 1he
child.

The s = senior. =

Iitt'e fateir -

Nakulan feels that the world of =~

Ashokamittan is peopled by -

victims. “The! haves and the’

power-mongers  are - past-

masters in the art of hypocrisy

granted as foo insignificant.

His short stories have been -

~ lranslated and ‘ published in
‘ almost 'all Indign ‘languages
and also in'English and several
" European Ihnguages He has
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received awards from lakkiya

Chintanai, ‘a literary trust,’

; Gnver_nment of, Tamilnadu and
= a few other organisations. .A

" recent ane is the Ramakrishna
“ Jaidayal Harmeony Award.

His' novels 18th Parallel,

. Water andShoot at Site are
- available in English translation.
“ He livess in Madras.

With Prof, U.R. Anantha Murthy, President, Sahitya Akademi




HOUELS :
" “Karaindha .i"i.rz af Malhkm
Eamlppakam* ras 1969

Tha,nneer (ol %5 S ﬂblh:ﬁ‘ht}
& Macras, 1978 {20

18-vathu ﬂfchakkadu Kalaig* 5

nan Pathlppakam Madras,
- 1877 2nd . Edn.
+ Nilayam, adras, 1986)

 Akaya “Thamarai,  Kalaignan
i Pathippakam, Madras, 1980

¥ nru, Narmada Pathippakam, .

& Madras, 1984

. Otran, Narmada Pathippakam,
.;Madras 1985

.. -Manasarovar, Narmada
Pathippakam, Madras, 1989
Vizha Maalai Pothil, Narmada
F’atrﬂppakam Madras, 1991

; SHORT STORY CGLLEC
THJNS =

Vaazhw!ay Oru Muraa Narmada
Pathippakam, Madras, 1871

 Kaalamum 5 Kuzhandhaga!um

Kalaignan Pathippakam,
Mad:-gas, 1974 %
Unmai - Vetaki, Marmada
Pathippakam, Madras, 1979
Vimochanam, . Narmada
Pathippakam, Madras, . 1982
Thanthaikkaka, . Narmada
Pathippakam, Madras, 1983
Muraippen, ‘Narmada

Pathippakam, Maﬁraa 1984

Sundara .-

Apﬁawr Snehfda:é' HNafinada

+ Pathippakam, Madras;: 'FE*,‘-H

lruvarukky  Podum;.” Narmada
- Pathippakam, Madras; __1_9'9__5

NOVELLAS e
Viduthalai Narmada
"Pathippakam, Madras, 1979

~_ fruvar, Narmada Patmppakam

“'Madras, 1988

< TRANSLATIONS

Senchiluvai Sangathin Kathai,
Nali?nal Book Trust, New Delhi,
197

Bankimchandra Chatterjee,
Sahitya Akademl MNew Delhi
1979,

Annai, Natnnal Boc:k Trust Mew
_Delhi, 1979

NON FECTIC}N :
anm F'aarva I{m authored
with asan) . Tamil

Futhakaiayam Madras, 1984

ENGLISH - TRANSLATIONS
OF SHRI'ASHOKAMITRAN'S
WORKS.

Shoot  at  Site, . Sterling

~ Publishers, New Delhi, 1980,

‘~18th Parallel, Disha Books,
{Drlent L.ongman} Madras
1993

Warer Hememann Oxlcrd 1993

“Nifmal Varma, Ashokamitrdn and Mahaswstha Devi



A CHRONOLOGY

1931
1952-66

1966

1971

1973-74

1977

18977

1978-84

1983

Bom, Secunderabad

Associated with
Gemini Film Studios,

‘Madras.

Fulltime creative
writer.

Winner of All-India

Short Story contest
conducted by the
llustrated Weekly of
India.

Creative Writing
Fellowship in
University of lowa -
Intemational  Writing
Programme

Chief Guest - Tamil
MNovel Centenary
Seminar - Univarsity
of Srianka, Jaffna,
1877,

llakkia - Chinthanai
Book of the ‘Year
Award

Member, Film
Cenification  Board,

Government of India .

Literary Criterion
Fellowship, Mysore.

With his wife and family

1984

1985

1985

1986

1987

1989

1980

1982

1992

1994

1995

llakkia Chintanai
Awards for both Short
Story of the Year and
Book of the Year.

Santhome Award for

“‘consistently

promaoting human
values.’

Tamil MNadu
Government  “Fiction

of the Year" Award;
also in 1987 and 1990.

Guest, Frankfurt Book
Fair.

Jury, MNational Film
Festival, New Delhi.

Director, Sahitya
Akademi Translation
Workshop (Tamil)

Senior Fellowship,
Government of India.

Resource
Indo-US = Writers'
Workshop Sahitya
Akadmi, New Delhi.

Lily Memorial Literary
Award, Coimbatore.

Fellowship, Rocke-
feller Foundation,
Bellagio, lialy.
Ramakrishna Jaidayal
Harmony Award.

Person




