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i"-l have alwavs felt ot one with rebels,
wherever they are, hecause like the
artist thesy want o reform the chaotio world
P irnposing o it o form of mmatcrial unity,”
said Birendra kumar Bhattlacharnyya  in
1980 1t waas this very streak of the rebel thar
waouldnt el him oblige the burcaucracy of
the: All ndia Radio, two decades carlier, by
clropping the poem Naganir Chithi® (Letier
frovm a Nada woman) and choosing another
poem for recilation: he would rather not
participate in the poetic syimposiom thean
1o the official tne.

The rebel had 1o plough bis lone formoms,
bt bes dicd it with such courage that Acharva
Vinoba Bhave felt that "Dhirendra” would be
More appropriate o name for nime than
‘Bircndra™. Coming from a poor family
Birendra had oflen 0 8o o school o an
croply stomach: even while Bhattacharnyya
Wils carming, he had o be content with two
sels of clothes and o second-hand Army
ovvercoal, and his wile had 1o make do with
only one sari for some dayvs. He broved all
this but never gave up writing.

He wrote: twenty novels, sikey short stories, o hundred poems,
ten plavs and innumerable cssayvs and  ariclos,  boesides
translating classics lrom Bengali and Engglish into Assamese, Not
all his writings have been published in book [orm: many are
scattered over the pages ol newspapers, journals and periodicals

Bhatracharywva began writing pocms and shorl storics in bis
reens, Al collego in Guwahati one of his short stories won him a
Prize:. At thinyv-seven, he won the Sahitva Akademi Award; at
Hiy-live the Inanpith Aoward; be became the Vice-Presicent ol the
Sahitva Akademi al fiy-nine, and President at siktyv-four—a
remarkable journcey rorm humble beginnings in a remote village
of Assam to the highesrt lerary office of the country.

The truit of a three-vear stinl as a scicnce icacher in a “venlure
school” in the distant Naga village Ukhrul, near Burma border, the
Sahitva Akadermi Avward winning novel Iyaruinagam deals with the
lite: of the Tangkhul Nagas as no anthropologist but only aliterany
master could. Rk, Dasgupta savs, "Birendra Kumar proscnits the
Nagas as a part of the human siiuation in our country with an
imaginative svmpathy and understanding which go into the
making of a greart work of art.”

in 1942 Bhattachanyya saw (he Barpathar railway derailment
caused by recdom lghtors, and twenne-eight vears later wove a
povel around it Madtgunjoga, which won for hime the Jnanpith
Award, Maheshwar Neog finds it "a characteristically represenla
tive work” of the novelist and obscrves:

“The plit ol the novel brings into play the stiv that was going
o in the Nowgong district of the martvrs, Bhogeswari Phukanani
and Tilak Deka. .0 1t is this stirred hean of the people which
refuses o dic in spile of the death of the principal characiers—the
saintly Chaitarnyvaite Mahat Goswami and the irreverent and rinw
rustic Dhanpur who operate the Panikhait derailment  of
military-carrving  raibway train Killing hundreds of soldicrs—and




the imprisonment of their comeades, Rupnaravan, Ahinag Kowar
andd others. It is this collective spirt of the people which s
doathless—mrityunjaya; it conouoers death

“The: principal  characters of the nosvel are magnifcently
cleveloped into individuals with each o mind and heart of his or
her owne The sumiotal of conflicis thatl rade in their minds. . .
sk for guite: @ strongd undercureent of thoughn on eligion and
moraliny, politics and sociely, This gives them their one and
colour. The writer, howoever, nowhere comes out with his own
views, or waorks them out through any panicular character, . .
There is a glimpse of ribal life too and a lovabile tribyal soul inthe
person of Dimi. who brings a whill of fresh air with her love and
elemental simplicity and ber strengath of mind and charmcter into
ense situations, -

Mature contributes charmingly swell to the making of Mritgon-
Jargo. The rivers and trees and green-covered hills of Assam enter
the: burman 1ale i a large measurc without the author waiting in
the: micdst af his narradive and anempting 1o paint ior us the whaole
panorame, Even birds ike e Lakshimi owl in Mahiat Goswarmis
ashram and the sleck-plumed unknoswn bird resting over his head
when he was keeping his gun in position 1o shootr at the army
watchman ai Panikhaith and beasis (dike the antlered decr crving
in the forest, portending sadness, and Goswami's cow mooing
off and on atter her call had been Killed by a tigen add 1o the
intensity of dramatic siations.”

Bhattacharyva broodoed on the industrial sirike of 1930 ol the
wiorkers of the Dighoi Ol Refinerny and thirty-one yvears later wrole
his novel Pranpad. He savs “there is no hero or heroine in the
novel, all the characters are prisoners of iime” In a way this is
trie: of his entire world of lcion.

Vinayak Krishina Gokak finds that in the three major novels of
Bhanacharywa “the world is caught in a moment of crisis and all
the pageaniny and variety of lite arc buill arcund thal moment.”

Of all the cditoral work Bhatacharyya did, Ramdbenu is
cherished tondly by many for its pioneering work In Assamese
literature. Many of the accomplished writers of today made their
dlebuit in this magazine,

Bhattacharyva began his literary career as a poet and a poet
ar neart he remains whatesver the form he writes in:

| feee] guilny, helpless, hart. .
Thes unkronswn baeggsar
cloes ol Kness mmes,

Esun | ke her,
She s my shearme:,
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A Chronology

[24 Birth 1950 Momiber

[O41 Matriculation Hindi Saiahkar Samaiti

1945 B.SC 1os2 [ Lt Honoris Causa,
Asst Eoitor, Jubblepore Universiny,
Banhi Moemiber,

1947 News Editor, Mational Jurnetor Prize
Dcinik Asamitict for Investigative

1948 LEditor, tanara Journalism, ndia.

1950 Teacher, 1953 Vice President,
Ukhrul Venture Sahitva Akadcmi:
High school President,

1953 Editor, Rarmchieri Assarm Sahilva Sabha;

195G M. A Assamese Mernber,

1961 Sanitya Akademi Press Councilof ndia;
Award for Wisitto LS5 R.
ILerLngern 1984 Yisitto China

1963 Editor, 1986 Chicf Edilor,
Sccdirdygor Navayug Prakash

1968 VisittoULs.5.01. | 988 Prosidoent,

1977 Ph.D. Sahitva Akadermi;

1979 Jnanpith Award (or Visit o Yugoslavia,
Mritgur e LIS5.R,
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