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a mabbu santakam vunnadi cinukullo
€ manu santakam vunnadi cigurullo

e dastavezulanu cisi em labham

na manasu santakam vunnadi kKavitallo,

That cloud's signature is in its drops of rain
The signature of this tree is in its lender leaves
How futile to seek in these files for my signature
My signature lies in my poetry.

( )u:etandmg poet and

scholar €. Naravana
Reddy was born in the little
village:  of  Hanumajipet  in
Karnmnagar district of Andhira
Pradesh. His was a childhood
spent amongst simple and
hardworking  rural  people,
who lived close o nature. It
was a  background that
wakened in him the well
springs of poctry but it was
alsa the background  from
which he had o prise himself
away in order 10 become the
Man for All Seasons’ that he
now is. Speaking of this he
says, "I owe my song o the
village and my speech o the
LCRAT T
His education, till his  first
dedres was  in Urdu, a
language [or which he has an
abiding love. To the literature
in Urdu, Hindi, Sanskrit and
English, which he has studied
in depth. he acknowledges a
special debrt
The thirst for leaming which
took hirm out of his village, was
insatiable: he ook an MoA. and

a Phhd in Telugu  frorm
Osmania Universilty where he
later became a professor, Asa
scholar,  deeply  concerncd
about  education and the
integdraled development of the
young, he has served on
any acadernic boards: he is
Chairman of the Langduade
Policy . Comuimilles of  Indira
Candhi Mational open
University and is also on its
Board of Management,
Member of the Executve
Council of the North-Eastern
Hill University  and  of the
Academic Planning Board of
sri Frishna eevaraya
University, and of numerous
Boards of Studies. He was
formerly the Vice-Chancellor
of the Andhra Pradesh Open
University and is presently the
Vice-Chancellor  of  Telugua
Liniversity, Inrecognition of his

With his awards



President B venkataraman 15 being

services o lilerature as poct,
tieacher and administrator he
his receivedcd honorary
doctorates frorm hleseriat
Limiversity, Andhra University
and Nagarjuna University and
a Padmashri from th:
Government of Inclia.

Away  Tfrom the rigours of
academia, he has vel another
peErsons:a that of a leading
Iyric writer for Telugu films. He
has wrinten over three
thousand  Ivrics, some of
which have won awards, He
has also written the story andd
scrip for three historical filims.

His imadgination, and love [or
the magic of language, which
underlies all his  activities,
came when he was wvery
young. As he says himself, he
used 1o teach songs and
lessons to the maize fields
when he was hardly more
than ten years old,

influenced by the greal pocts,
Ravaprolu Subbx Rao and
Devulapalli Krishina Sastry, he
launched  into print with
collections of rormmantic poems
that displaved his  exura-
ordinary virtuosity with lyrical
forms  and  imagery.  Most
representative of the imporant
carly  works  is  Karpoora
Vasanta Raavalu which tells
about ‘the: love that purifies’
between the medieval Telugu
King, kKumara Gir, and his
courtdancer, Lakuma,

In Marnalu ManavuduiFlames
and The Man), which won the
Sahitva Akademi Award in
1973, we find a sensitive
poriraval, in free verse, of the

homoured &t & civie functicn

predicament of Man, himself
the:  oppressor  and  the
oppressed, The evolution of
human-kind is the subject of
Bhoomika, another long work
which celebrates the happy
reconciliation,  between  the
scienific wemper and spirltual
development, and between
the  intellectual and the
crrictional, In Visfrwarnbhara
which  [ollowed  Bhoomiika,
wi find L. Reddy's most
significant  work  which, as
Professor . Shiv K. Kumar
appropriately remarks; invites
compsarison . with Milton's
Faradise osf and Dane's La
hving Commmedia tor o s
concern withh such  fuanda-
mental problems as free will,
ewvil and redemption,

The: vision In Vishwarnbhara
is  broad in s sweep,
expansive and encompasses
all hurmanity and all history, it

“Padmashel Trom St Jatt, Acting -

Presiclent - 1977



rranscreates,  in symbolic
language, the  journey  of
man—past, present and the
future that can be if the questis
linked with compassion. For,
the poet sees life not as a
mystery 10 be solved or as a
garden of pleasures, but as a
lesting ground in which the
truc meaning of being human
Can emerde,

Vishwamblfiara has,  pre
dictably, won several major
literary awards; this, however,
has not made Dr. C. Naravana
Reddy complacent ancd he

COntinues (8] write with
unceasing zest, This i=
pernaps because he seos
poetry asameans ol release 'l
am  extremely happy  and
fulfilled after 1 have writteen a
poem”, he has said 1 hecome
calm in mind  after all the
passion and turbulence within
me has found expression in
the words on the padge’ One
may hope that this tarbulence
and  this calm may  long
continue o enrich the treasure-
house of Indian poetry,
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A Chronology

Birth

M.A. Ph.D. from
Osmania Universily
Firs| book Jalapatam
published

Andhra Pradesh
Sahitya Akademi
Award for a long
poem Rituchakrarn

Sahitva Akademi
Award for Aarntaiu
Marnaviudu

Hony. Dedres of DL,
from Meerut
Lniversity  Visited
Malaysia andd
Singapore: for
delivering leciures
Padmashri from
Government of India
Hony, Doctorate
‘Kalaprapoorna’ from
Andhra Univeristy,
Waltair

Bhilwara Asward for
Vishwarmbhara from
Bharativa Bhasha
Farishad, Calcutta

e i
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19581

19852 :

1984 .

1956 ;

987 -

1988 ;

1989 :

Visited Malavsia,
America and UK.
Soviet Land Nehru
Avward, Kumaran
Asan Award for
Visfriwambhara
Hony. Doctor of
Letters from
Magaruna Liniversity,
Guntur;

Yisited LTSS

YVisitedd Los Angeles,
Penand, Thailand and
Copenhagen
Heceived Mohini Devi
nemorial Gold Medal
for Vishwambhara

Received Katragaddoa
Gangaish Mermorial
Gold Medal ;
Received Bharativa
Jnanpith Award
Vice-Chancellor,
Telugu Universily

fCON



