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(C onsidered to be the pioneer of
modern Konkani Short story,
Chandrakant Keni made his de-
butas awriter around 1950 while
still a high school student. There
were several restrictions and
strict censorship laws in Goa in
those days which prohibited nor-
mal literary activity. Publication
of books and periodicals required
clearance from censors, which
could be obtained only after
submitting Portuguese transla-
tion of the entire text. He started
writing short stories in this at-
mosphere. They could not be pub-
lished in the absence of any peri-
adical and self-satisfaction was
the only motivation. However,
one of his first short story did see
light of the day in Konkani
supplement of the Portuguese
daily Heraldo around 1952 in his
teens. He started contributing
shortstories in Marathi to a mod-
est monthly magazine Bharat
Mitra published in Goa, regu-
larly for about five years. Some
of his Marathi short stories were
also published in various peri-
odicals from Maharashtra.

He was just fourteen when Ma-
hatma Gandhi was assasinated
on January 30, 1948, but so0 in-
tense was his emotional involve-
ment in the freedom struggle that
had just commenced in Goa
(1946) that he had brought

together a small group of friends
and residents of the village
Cansaulim to hoist Indian
tricolour on the historic day of
15th August 1947 on a tele-
graphic pole just cutside his
house. The incident went off un-
noticed but did influence the fu-
ture course of his life. No won-
der, therefore, this young boy
addressed the gathering on the
sands of Cansaulim beach after
immersion of Gandhiji's ashes,
where part of it was specially
brought. His speech did attract
the attention of fellow villagers
whowaited withanxiety for next
few days to see if he will be a
victim of Portuguese wrath be-
cause he had appealed to people
of Goa to takea pledge there and
then that they shall not rest till
Coa was liberated and merged
with the mother-land. But, the
Portuguese government pre-
ferred toignore it.

It was against this background
that Keni completed his primary
and seconday educationand later
went to Mumbai with a view to
pursuing higher education. Re-
acting Mumbai he strayed from
his planned course and got him-
self involved in the activities of
restroing his mother tongue
Konkani tohis rightful place and
liberating Goa from Portuguese
Colonial rule, There he joined
the Koenkani section of All India
Radio as a staff artist which pro-
vided the necessary freedomand
opportunity to his creative tal-
ents. He wrote several short sto-
ries, features and talks for AIR
while simultaneously contribut-
ing to contemporary periodicals
both in Konkani and Marathi.

While working with AIR, Keni
came in contact with the eminent
Gandhian scholar Acharya
Kakasaheb Kalekar, and after his
shiftover to Delhi he could closely
associate with several national,
political and literary stalwarts.
Besides working with various



Gandhian institutions, he con-
tributed several articles to peri-
odicals championing the cause
of Goa's freedom. Later he es-
tablished the "Goa Information
Centre"” at New Delhi to dissem-
inateinformation about Goa. His
literary activity continued un-
abated, He wrote several articles
and short stories for periodicals
in Konkani, Marathi, Hindi and
English.

Goa's liberation in December
1961, opened a new chapter in
his life. He returned to Goa in
early 1962 and plunged himself
in many socic-cultural, literary
and political activities. He was
anactivistworking for the devel-
opment of Konkani and giving it
its rightful place among other
sister languages. He also cham-
picned the cause of Statehood
for Goa. He started a trilinguial
weekly Triveni and subsequent-
lya full-fledged daily Rashtramat
in 1963 to mobilise support for
his cause. He was the first editor
of first ever Konkani daily
Sunaparant (1987-1990). He was
elected member of the standing
committee of All India Newspa-
per Editors’ Conference for two
consecutive terms.

Chandrakant Keni is a prolific
writer having more than33 books
to his credit which include col-
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lections of short stories, novels,
personal essays, translations of
books from other language into
Konkani and dictionaries. His
several manuscripts are under
way. His literary talent has been
duly recognised. He is the
recepient of State Literary
Awards thrice. He is also a
recepientof theSahitya Akademi
Award (1989) for his book Vhonkol
Papnwi and Dr. T.MLA. Pai Foun-
dation Award (1990) for his book
Bimbam Padabimbam.
Chandrakant Keni was also pre-
sented with Goa State Cultural
Award in 1997, His short stories
havebeen translated into several
Indian and Foreign languages
and two such translations have
earned him International Liter-
ary Honours including British
Council Award. Many of his
writings  have also been
includede in text books.

As a champion of Konkani lan-
guage he is closely associated
with many linguistic and literary
movements and institutions. A
founder member of Konkani
Bhasha Mandal (Goa} he be-
came its President (1972-76) as
also President of All India
Konkani Sahitya Parishad (1976-
1978). Presently he is a member
of the General Council of Sahitya
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Akademi and the Goa Konkani
Akademi. He is also associated
with several socio-cultural and
educational institutions in Goa
in various capacities. Notable
among them is Gomantak
Rashtrabhasha Vidyapeeth, of
which he is a Chairman.

A staunch votary of Konkani he
has been writing for the last
thirty years. Keni's early stories
have established his enormous
talentand subsequentcollections
have reinforced it. He deals with
vital issues of our time-victim-
ization, rebellion, and disillusion.
The writer's conscious involve-
ment in these issues indicates
what canbe called modern sensi-
bility. Keni does not look back in
anger or forward in fear, but
around in awareness. His em-
phasis is on the needs of human
individuality, the traumas of the
self distort, the image of reality,
which leads to the dramatic con-
flict in many stories. Some sto-
ries illustrate the theme of bond-
age, entrapment by the forces of
evil. Some of the bonds are forged
by his characters for themselves.
Some areimposed from without,
through ironics of circumstances
beyond their control.

In story after story, Keni depicts
an agonizing struggle to break
out of these bonds to achieve an

integration both personal and
social, imaged as freedom tolove
and to accept lové, to share and
to meet. In the stories where the
mode is ironic and tragic, the
focus is upon the forces which
block movement towards this
goal. What first strikes a reader
of Keni s his fidelity to the milieu
he wants to present. The location
in these stories is not restricted
only to the region of Goa. It is in
the non-fiction writing of Keni,
one finds the writer's concern for
Coa and Goans with this culture.

The fictional world of Keni has
basis in reality. His most of the
stories have an urban milieu.
There are no psychologically
complex beings and they are
moved by primary emotions.
Keni excels inhis portrayal of the
woman-psyche. His wornen are
more memorable than men, We
see them as mother or wife,
mostly as beloved, sometimes
complaining in a middle class
home, tolerant or rebellious, sym-
pathetic or simply resigned.
Chandrakant Keni emerges pri-
marily as an artist and what one
admires in his short stories is the
invention of stories, which may
help its author find his way to a
sense of human integrity and
noble ideas of how human be-
ings may attain true relationship
with one another. This is a dis-
tinctive feature of Sri Keni.
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1973
1975

1976

1979

A Chronology

Borm in Goa
Left for Mumbai
Joined Konkani Section of
AIR as a staff artist.
Left for New Delhi to
work  with Acharya
Kakasaheb Kalelkar.
Established the "Goa In-
formation Centre" at New
Delhi.
Organised a
iving function at Pt
Fawa arlal Nehru's resi-
dence on the eve of Goa
liberation.
Returned to Goa and
worked as Organisin
Secretary of Bharat Seva
Samaj
Started a trilingual
(Konkani, Marathi, Hindi)
weekly Triveni and was
its Editor.
Started daily Rashtramat
editor, and its founder.
Elected Member of the
Standing Committee of
All  India Newspaper
Editor's Conference.
Spearheaded the cam-
paignagainst Goa merger.
Elected  President of
Konkani Bhasha Mandal
(Goa)
Kala Academy Award
for Fulancho Haat a nov-
el for children.
President of the 11th of
AllIndia Konkani Sahitya
Parishad at Mangalore,
Established Kullagar
Prakashan.

thanks

1982

1984

1988

1989

19490

1992
1993

19495

1996

1997

Elected Chairman of
Gomantak Rashtrabhasha
Vidyapeeth.

MNominated Member of the
Ceneral Council of Goa
Konkani Academy and
still continues to date.
Kala Academy's Literary
Award for  Vhonkol
Pawvini.

Sahitya Akademi Award
for Vhonkal Pavnni.
Instituted Kullagar
Award for contribution
in Konkani language or
literature.

Honoured at Kannada
Sahitya Sammelan.
Felicitated by Lions Inter-
national for outstandin
contribution  in &Socia
Service.

Mational Award for Free
& Fair Journalism by Fed-
erationof Small & Medium
Mewspapers.

Visited Thailand to par-
ticipate inIlndo-Thai Liter-
ary meet.

Elected Chairman of Goa
Editor's Guild.

Kala Academy's Literar
Award for Marathi boo
Pratibimb

Goa State Cultural Award
for meritorious - literary
contribution.

MNominated Member of the
Konkani Advisory Board
of National Book Trust,
India.
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