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A characteristic physical appear
ance of a stalwart man, wearing
neal and clean Khadi apparels, mostly
colourful Kurta and loose white
Pyjamas, clear glasses, straight
combed hair. leather chappals,
sumetimes shoes and a portfolic in
hand constantly searching gare
reaching far, distinguish
Chandrakant Seth from others, He
accupies a very respectible position as
a scholar and litterateur in the history
of Gujarati lrerature for his distnctive
contribution to the fields of poetry,
essay, one-act play, short story, cditing,
translation, research, and criticism: He
was born on 3271938 in Kalol, a town
in the tribal district of the Panchmahals
in Gujarat. although his ancestral home
in Thasra in Kheda district. He got his
B.AL degree in 1938, MUAC degree in
1961, and Ph.ID. in 1979 for his
scholarly research on Lwmashankar
Joshi-A Creative Artist and a Critic,
He seryed as a lecturer in Gujarati in
both, the Bhakta Vallabh Dhola Arts
College and the K.1.. Swadhvay
Mandir of Gujarat Sahitva Parishad
betore retiring as Professor and Head
of the Department of Gujarati, Gujarat
Vidyapeeth, in 1996, Presently he is
associated with Creafeat Visfvakosh,

Chandrakant Sheth was honoured with
several awards such as Kuwmar
Chandrak, a prestigious award of
Gujarat, len medals by the Gujarat
Sahitva Academy. and Rewnjitram
Swvama  Chandrak  in Gujarati
Literature in 1985, The Sahitva
Akademi Award for contribution to
Gujarati Literarture was conferred
upon him in 1986, He has also won
hoth Erangi Keanji Seevama Chandirolk
and the Mariad Swvarna Chandrak.

Dr. Seth's memorable speeches
delivered from the Presidential chair of
The Gujarati Adyapak Sangh, his
lectures as Sectional President doring
the zecticnal zathering of the Creative
Section of the Gujurali Sahitya
Farishad ot Pune, his editorial services
rendered 1o the Tamous lterary
magazines., Parab and Shasha
Vinmarsha, his services as the co-
editor of the Cujarati Safiityg Kosh etc,
are his outstanding and unlorgetnhle
contributions to Gujarat Literature, He
has visited England, France, Uganda,
Kenya Nairobi and others for
delivering lectures and for poetry
reCialion.

D, Sheth is chiefly known as a writer
of songs, but his Sonnets, Gazals and
long compositions in blank verse are
also rich contribution to Gujarat
Poctry. He is established as a
modernist: however he is not averse
employing rhyme, rhythm  and
conventional diction which are the
distinctive features of his poetry. Due
o these factors, he seems 1o belong 1o
the destiny of Tlmashankar, Sundaram.
Fajendra and Miranjan. The reading of
Pavarcrngeri 11972), Ughadii Dhivalo
(1974), Padghani Pele Paar (1987),
Gagan Khelti Bari (19907 and EX
Tahooko Pandmea (1990) sugeest thal
he will always be remembered as a poat
of a distunctive poetic outpul in Gujarsti
Poetry, His contribution both as a
traditional poet and also a modernist
will certainly leave a lasting imprint.
His poetry collections for childrens,
Clrandalivand Cradi (1980, 2000 ), Hun
To Chalfu Mare Jem (20001, Ghode
Chaedfiing Aven Clidieen (2001, voicing
the emotions of small kids and
mirroring their emotions and words are
also very enterlaiming.

Mext to his contribution in the field of
Gujarati Poetry, come personal and
biographical CERAYVHE. His
experimentation in the suhject matter
and the mode of presentation in
Gujarati essays will be appreciated for
a long time, He has to his credit
collection of  essays such

as MandSamvedi (1980, 200013,

Dialmant Paglio (1984, 1987, 1989),
{1986),
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recedving Skt Akademt Award - 1986

Dhietinag Chand Dhariing Suraf

(19964, 1997 ete. As his selection of

subject and the prose style consisting

of short sentences reveal the
personality and the temperament of the
artist thoroughly, the essays do nol
remain simply biographical sketches,

bul acquire the status of literary essays.

Het Ane Halvash (19900 and Vahal
Ane Vinad (1995) are Dr. Sheih’s
comic essays. Looking at a subject
lightly, he creates both humour and
willy entertainment employing light
satire and a unique handling of the
theme. Thus Dr. Sheth establishes his
distinctive tone in the feld of comic
essays in Cujarati Literature.

Dir. Sheth’s famous essay-collections
Vaning St Ane Venind Shakii (1996)
and Geer Ane Crarfma (1997} contain
essavs reflecting the poet’s views on

[ndian Philosophy, as a relerence 1o

Upanishads, Vedas, Puranas and the

great Sanskrit epics. These essays
rive a elimpse of his thoughts
nourished by vast reading of clussical
literatore,

e Sheth's critical works have always
been research-orienied, comparative in
outlook and purely aesthetic, His deep
and thorough study and analysis ol the
subject is witnessed in his critical
essuys, Keeping o specific point of
study at centre, Dr, Sheth

evaluates the overall work, Hence, his
critical essays reflect his pragmatic
view ol life and hiterature, The
following essays depict Dr. Sheth’s
deep study and critical perspective ol
the averall evaluation af the artist’s
contribunion we the field of lerature:
Keovva Pratvaksha (19760, Arthantar
(1978, RV Parhak (1979, 199173,
Kevitend Tripva i [198G), Tronvi
awareopr Ane Teno Sahitvama Viniveg
(1984, Kanr (19910, Hhoakia Kavi
Narsimh Mehre: Bhakei Kavitanu
Saiatva  Ane  Siddhi (1993},
Uncishandor doshing Padiive Nareko
(1992, Mahadeviial Desai: Satva
Ane Sodhana (1994, Sahiova: Pran
Ane Provartan (LY98), Sweami Anand
(1998, Shabda Deshro, Shabda
Videshne (20021, The biographical
casays on BV, Pathak, Kant, Swami
Anand., Mahadevhhar Desal and
Narsimh Mehta reveal Dr. Sheth's
detatled study of their works,

with Mipafiar Moo amd Aol Yasivasd Shetia
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W also come scross T Sheth™s study

of Gujarati Poetics. his estimate of

Ciajarati poets and his stody of the form
of Giujurali Nowel in his eritical works,
His Swaminaravan Sant Kavita:
Aswad Ane Swadvay [1984) comprises
the selected pocms by the saint-pocts
of the. Swaminaravan Sect. and Dr.
Sheth has brought out the  religicus
aesthetics of these pocms. Dr. Sheth
has also demonstrated the classical
rules of punctuation in Gujarati
language in his Gujaran Veeram
Chilime (1973,

He has tried to analyze and classity the
villuges of Gujaral linguistically in his
research Gufarati Gamnoam Suchi

[ 1996,

Dr. Sheth hus a colletion of one-uct
plays Swapnakhanjar (1983) and a
collection of short stories Balkaniwali
Chhokri (1995).

His translations reveal his keen sense
of zetting at the real meaning in other
languaees and his abality Lo present il
in Gujarati in a masterly manner,

FPandit Bivithhande (1967 ] Malavalam
Seliitvant Rooprekin (1978), Athamni
Rar (1994 and Anw nrawm Jindags
(1995} are examples of translated
wirks,

. Sheth has 2 number ol edited works
also o his credit. A few out of such 25
works belong to the classical category,
of which Sarkfiva Mivdeshalk Shabda

Sangvaco (1983} is very important, His
uncanny editing ability is revealed in
the edited works Bhasha Sahitya
Dwara Rasheriva Efka (1977),
Hemachandrocharva (1989,
Yupdrasiva Umashankear Josil (1995)
etc. The collections of poetry he edited
such as, Gujarar Kavva Parichay
Bhag 1-2 (1973-1993), Mairwkavve
(1981, Gurjar Adhyvaithan Kavya
Scierchoy (1998, Gurjar Pravoy Kavve
Semelery C1998), Guriar Ceel Sanclicy
CIR9E Y, Giurjar Gezal Sanchay (1998),
Privakant Mantvarsa Kavve (19998,
19991, Amargeeto  {2000),
Swarantryoiiar Gujarali Geer Kavita
ete. reveal his commitment and
dedication 1o Gujarali Poetry. While
selecting poems for criticism, D, Sheth
seems to have always taken into
consideration the history ol poctic
literature, the usages and the factor of
time. Besides, his edited works in
Cruarati prose are also noleworthy.

Hence, Chandrakant Sheth, who has
remained very active in the multi-
dimensional Nelds of rescarch, creative
writing, criticism, editing  and
translations, is also honowred as a very
gregarious, kind hearted, courleous
personalitv. He 15 hoth a creative
genius and a critic too, which is a very
rare combination w Gind o lieeature,
His personality and literary output are
an important part of our literary
tradition. Chandrakant Seth is alsc very
religious, besides being a serene,
scholarly, comtemplative and tolerant
senins, Thus, Chandrakant Seth
emerges as an outstanding creative
artist and a scholarly figure.

with Dleneshenkar Toshi and Manelal Pageld
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DHARATINA CHANID, 1906, 1997 GURJAR ADITYATAN KAVYA- 159%
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Remembrance { Recollectionh BAMCHAY
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S POEMS OF PRIYAKANT MANIYAR 999
EAVYAPRATYAKSHA 1976 PEATY AY AN @ Swatanlryolli | Ltk
ARTHANTAR [U7H Giujarati Sahityn Visheshank
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CHRONOLOGY

|38 Born on 3 February ar Kalol, Dist. Panchmahal
1961 M.AL Joined Guijarat Vidyapeeth

1964 Avwarded Kimar Tor pocms

1972 First Prize for Pawan Ruperi

1973 by Chandrashekhar Thakor (secomd prizel for poems

1974 First Prize for Ughadar Decwalo

1976 First Prize for Kavve prarvabsi

19778 Third Prize For Artheoniter

1979 Ph.D» degree

1974 First Prize for Bavinaravan V. Patliak

980 First Prize for Mand Saevvedi & Second Prize tor Chandafivend {eeli

[950-52  Appointed as Co-editer, Gujarati Sahitvakosh

[982-84  Appointed as Director, K. L. Swadhyaymandir

1982-84  Appoimted as Honorary Editor of Gujarati Sahitvakosh

953 Second Prizce For Swapnea pinjar

1983-87 Marmad Gold medal for Padghond Pele Paoar

1954 Appointed as Secretary for Guojarating Adbyapak Sangh

1984-85 Editor, Bhashe - Vieaesh (Quarterly by Gujarati Sabitva Parisbad)
[954-85  Uma-Socharashio Acvcard for Docdinent Pagalie

955 Divisional Chiel at the mecting of Creative Literature, 33 Confercnce, Gujarat
sahitva Parishad, Pune

1956 Sahirya Akademi award for Dhooinnd Pagalio &
Balwantrai Thakur Award by “Kavilek” for poens

1986-87  Dhanji Kanji Gondhi Geld medal Tor Padghuni Pele Paar &
Ushonas award Tor Deereh Kavvaraeheiao

[95H-89  Editor, "Pardo™ monthly by Ciajarati Sahitva Parishad

1984980 Mational ecturar

1990-21 Jyotindry Dave Award for Homorous Essay Her Ane Halvash

199708 President, Gujarating Adhyvapak Sangh

[998-09  Chandrakant Pandya Award for articles in “Parab’

198909 Ramprasad Premshankar Bakshi Award for Sahitva Shastra

2NN Shri Anantran Rawal Vivechan Award
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