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IHlip Purushottam Chitre, re-
nowned bi-lingual poet {Marachi
and English), short-story writer,
eagayist, eritie, editor, translator,
play-wright, film-maker and
painter was born in 1938 at
Vadodara Lo parents who were
profeszional printers and publish-
ers. Dilip Chitre was a child of five
when his father Purushottam
Atmaram Chitre launched the
epoch-making Marathi literary
magazine Abhiruchi. The Chitre
family migrated to Mumbai in
1952, Dilip Chitre attended high
school in Mumbai and passed out
from school in 1955, He took his
BA (Hons,) degree in English lan-
guage and literature from the Uni-
versity of Bombay.

Dilip Chitre started reading
and writing poetry seriously in
Marathi and English in 1954, He
co-founded and edited Shabda, the
first literary journal exclusively
devated to poetry in Marathi, Dur-
ing the tenure of Shabda (1954-
1960}, he came into contact with
front-ranking writers of Marathi
literature like Avun Kolatkar,
Bandu Waze, Ramesh Samartha,
Bhau Padhye, Hamid Dalwai,
Sadanand Rege, Vinda Karandi-
kar, Purushottam Shivram Rege,
Sharatchandra Muktibodh, C.T.
Khanolkar (Arati Prabhu), Asoka
Shahane and DBhalchandra
Nemade,

Soon after his marriage with
Vijaya, Dilip Chitre joined as a
high-school teacher of English
with the Government of Eihiopia
and taught there for more than
throe vears, After his return from
Ethiopia, Dilip Chitre worked in
a variety of positions in various
fields — wrote columns and articles
in newspapers and worked as
copy-writer, seript-writer for films,
documentary film-maker, book
designer, copy-editor, visualiser

With his father

and artist and also visiting faculty
member,

Dilip Chitre has been 1n the
forefront of avant-garde Marathi
writing now for nearly four de-
cades. Hie first collection of
Marathi poems Kovifte, came out
in 1960, It won him great aeclaim
as a poet of the new zensihility, His
travelogue Sheha Roreechvo
Shodhat (Vovage in his own life),
a dozen of hiz short stories in
Marathi entitled Crphiens and the
play Sufak were published in the
mid-1460s, During the same pe-
riod he wrote a musical play,
Mithu Mithu Popot and novellas
The Sepphive and Budhirabsha,
Aunthor of six poctical works which
include Koveta (1960}, Keoienan
tarchya Kovite (1978) Dalia by
Daha (19831, Ekoon Kavita-!
(1997171, Keoon Kapifa-2 01995 and
Ehoon Kavita-3 (19981, Dilip
Chitre has also published two
short-story collections Chrpfiens
(19681 and Chaturanga (19951 and
three collections of cesays Chavya
(19820, Tirkas Art Chowles (1990
and Shatakancha Sandhikal
(10950 and one work of literary
eriticiam, Prnha Trukaram (1890,
Ambudonee Ride, a long poem and
Travelling in a Cage are two ol his
poetical works in Hnglish.



Chitre's poetry is well-known
for its visual vocabulary, its ele-
ment of fantasy, its uncompromis-
ing self-assertion, its existential
vision of the human body, its
urban metaphors, evacative im-
ages, dramatic contexts and its
peychological deplh and under-
standing. While being deeply
rooted in the tradition of Marathi
poetry, Chitre’s poems also bring
into full play his innovative talent
and love of linguistic experimen-
tation.

Lilip Chitre's franslation ac-
tivity dates back to the time of his
creative writing, He started trans-
lating modern European, English
and American poetry into Marathi
in the 1960s and later translated
Federice Garcia Lorea, Raphael
Albertl, Pablo Neruda, Octavio
Paz, Cesar Vallejo and Ossip
Mandelstam. Hiz Englizh transla
tion project of Tukaramachi Galha
and Jnandev's Anubhovamrut in
L3566, culminated in their publica-
tiom in 189905, His translation of
Tukaram's poetry Savs Tuwka won
him the Sahitys Akademi Prize for

Receiving Sahitya Akademi Award from Prof, U R,

Transzlation in 1994, The same
vear he also won Lhe Sahitva
Akademi Award for hiz original
work, the f[rat volume of Ekoon
Kauvite.

Punha Tukaram (Tukaram
once again) iz Chitre’s re-evalua-
tion of Tukaram in Marathi. His
English works of criticism, "The In-
ner Resonances of Anubhavam-
rut’, “The Poets of Vithoba' and
‘Collected Poems in English’ are
awaiting release,

Dilip Chitre has also made a
mark in seript writing and filim
making. A full-fledged screenplay
adapting a Marathi short story by
Bhau Padhye for a proposed film
in 1980 won him the best script
award of the National Film Deve-
lopment Corporation, Hindi fea-
ture film Godam directed by him
in 1983 won him the Prix Special
D Jury at the Festival Des Trois
Continents at France in 1984,
Presently Chitre is working on an
major English feature film,
Tukaram : The Last Keertan'.

Dilip Chitre has held several
important positions like ‘Nirala

£

Anantha Murthy,

then President of the Sahitya Akademi, 1995



Chair of Creative Writing’ in
Bhopal. He has been Director,
agarth' the Centre for Poetry at
Bharat Bhavan, Bhopal, Convener
and Director, Valmiki World Poe-
try Festival’, Delhi and also Edi-
tar of New Quest, Pune. He is a
recipient of Godavarish Memorial
Poetry award and Maharashtra
State award for his literary works,
He was Elected Fellow of the In-
ternational Writing Program, Uni-
versity of lowa, usa, German Aca-
demic Exchange (naan) Fellow,
Writer-in-Residence at the Uni-
versities of Heidelberg and
Bamberg in 1991-892, Emeritus

Fellow of the Union Ministry of

Human Reseurce Development
and the First Indira Gandhi Fel-
low of the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts in 1996, Shri
Sant Tukaram Maharaj Gaurav
was speeially awarded to him in
1999 as part of the 350th Anniver-
zarv of the Ascension of Tukaram.

Dilip Chitre with his grandson

As a writer, Dilip Chitre has
toured seversl eountries like usa,
Germany, Uk, France, erstwhile
vesk, Ukraine, Georgia, Hungary,
Hongkong, Thailand and Japan.

He is presently living in Pune
with his wife, son and grandson,
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A CHRONOLOGY

Born at Vadodara in

Gujarat

Co-founded and edited 1987
Shabda

B.A. from University

of Bombay

Married Vijaya;

Started teaching,; first

collection of Marathi 1991-92
poems Kavita pub-

lished.

Mithu Mithu Popat

ani Sotek (Plays)

written

Elocted Fellow of the 14994
International Writing

Program, University

of Towa, D&EA.

Kavitenantarchyo 1996
Kavita published

Visited vssr, Hun-

gary, Federal Repub-

lic of Germany and

France.

Best Seript award of

NFDC for Godam

Elected Director of 149494
Wagarth', Archive and

Centre for Indian

Poetry at Bharat 2000
Bhavan, Bhopal.

Received Award Prix

Special Du Jury for

(rodam at the Festival

Des Trois Continents
at Nantes, France,
Inviled Lo deliver the
third Ajneya Memao-
rial Lecture at the
Soulkh-Aszia Institute
of the University of
Heddelberg, Germany,
Gierman Acad
Exchange (paanf™
Fellowship as Writer-
in-Residence at the
University of Heidel-
berg and Bamberg.
Sahitva Akademni
Award; Sahitva
Akademi Translation
Prize

Emeritus Fellowship
of the Union Ministry
af Human Resource
Development; Indira
Gandhi Fellowship;
Invited at World
Pootry Congress at
Maehashi, Japan.
Awarded Shri Sant
Tukaram Maharaj
Ganrav Puraskar.
Member, Interna-
tional Jury for the
Internationals
Literaturfestival,
Berlin.
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