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= CONOMmIS! by training and

. a creative writer by
Choice and Instinct, Ganga-
dhar Gadgil has published
over ity literary waorks, cov:
cring many genres. Short
story writer, novelist, play-
wright and critic, his place in
the: hisiory of Marathi litera
e is secure especially as
the ploneer of noavakearbc

He published his first short
story at the age of cighteen
dand soon broke new ground.
Unlike his predecessors, he
saw the limitations of con-
verntional plot and explored
other modes of expression.
Bevond the apparent charac-
ler, he looked into the depihs
of human psyche and prob-
ed the deep urdges and hid-
denmotives, complexes and
oddities. He made skilful and
effective use of unorthodox
imagery, setting off widening
ripples  of suggestion. He
varied his  technigue and
styvle from story 1o story and
scaled a wide range. Soon
he became the undisputed
leader of the new story in the
forties.

Departing from eve-caich:
ing and fashionable themes
of tyrannical parents and

sundered lovers, oppression
ol wormen by men, of the
poor by the rich, Gadgil
exploits the literary potential
of commonplace ocoumen:
ces in his stories, collected
in twenny-seven volumes, In
doing so he brings our the
social processes ar work in
their subtlety and complex-
ity. For instance, his story
Bhaglela Chandoba' is not
an overt depicrion of the
cnslavement of women, but
reveals the degradation of
woman in the socicety thro-
ugh the starved and stunted
porsonality. ol the  main
character.

In his short fiction, Gadgil
crplores the subconscious—
fantasies,  dreams,  night-
mares—but concerns  him-
sclf with the social strains of
his characters and the tangle
of human relationships,

Irrepressible experimenter,
Gadgil has published 1wo
novels, each differcm from
the other, and both from the
novels of the time. Liliche
FPhool  portrays a  chaste
woman slipping into sexual
laxity and explores the di
chotomy berween spiritual
and physicial aspects  of
love. Beauty and ugliness,
affection and cruelty, love
and violence, devotion and
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revulsion build up kaleido-
scopic patterns  of human
conditon, bafliling and haunt-
ing at the same time,

His second novel, Duor-
clarmiyar, s more daring as it
presents the lite of Tilak in a
tictional ramework, in Mara-
thi to readers who adore
their hero. Deification of the
lcader will lose in human
lerms and any artempt at
showing his feet of clay will
crnrage tham. 1o trace the
drowth of an ordinary man
o an extraordinary leader
of men, w0 yoke the flight ol
imagination (o known dates
dnd veritiable facts, 1 pre
sent the changing society in
its myriad manifestations, 1o
draw convincing pictures of
other  grear  leaders like
Ranade, Gokhale and Gan-
dhi, is a task bristling with
difficulties. Gadgil surmounts
them all and makes a remark.
able  contribution to the
Marathi - literature—ihe  bio
draphical novel. Durdamua
i5 a novel ol epic proportions
and gives an authentic ac-
count of the times in which
Tilak lived, and presents
men, women and events
which moulded the destiny
of India.

Gaddgil s an inimitable
humourist and his creation.
Bandu, is a household name
in Maharashtra,

His Copuranchoe proce-
shot and  Sar samudra
palikade have enriched the
Marathi travel literature. They
are known for their lively
humour, poetic beaany and
philosophic reflection,

Arthic navalkatha s &
e mnovation of Gadgil,
a sally into economics for the
oy reader, an exercise in
satire:, cntcriainingg and illu-
minatingg. His  arthic  noal
Karhas are exiremely popular
and have been ranslated
intc many other Indian lan-
suagdos,

Gangadhar Gadgil is an
cminent literary critic. Founcl-
er of the new siory in the
fortics, he fought for sirmilar
efforts in other denres, par
ticularly poeiry. He believes
that a literary theory has 1o
e primarily judged by its
capacity 1o provide a frame-
work of ideas and echni-
ques, which can bring ol
fully what a literary work has
o offer, It must  provide
scope for a highly developed
literary sensibility (0 react to
a lilcrary work in an orderly
and meaningtul manner,

Gangadnar  Gadgil has
dominated the Marathi liter-
ary scene for over four de
Cades now,
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President, Marathi
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