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L HIS child of vours shall

one day bring laurels to
yvour family. He will be a man
of learning”, predicted a sadi
to Gurdial's father Jagat Singh
after curing child Gurdial of a
chronic illness. Despite being a
school dropout in his sixth
standard, Gurdial Singh rose to
the level of a Professor of
Punjabi and writer of national
stature.

After leaving school, he
toiled with his father as an
apprentice, in his carpenter’s
shop for three years and then
worked as a skilled carpenter for
five years, During this period he
passed his matriculation and
graduated with honours degree
in Punjabi. He got all his
education as a private student.

He staried his career as a
teacher in a primary school n
1954, His literary career as a
short story writer began in 1962
with the publication of Saggi
Fhull (The head ornaments),
Chan Da Boota (The sapling of

the moon) and Qpra Ghiar (The
Strange House). Today he is the
author of ten short story
collections, nine novels, one
full-length play and two one-act
plays, a dozen books for
children and five books of prose
including his autobiography.
More than a hundred of his
articles and essavs on the
problems of Punjab and Indian
society have been published in
leading magazines  and
newspapers. He has also
translated about forty books
from English and Hindi into
Punjabi and vice versa,

Gurdial Singh became a
novelist with the publication of
Marhi da diva (The last flicker)
in 1964, It is considered to be
one of the best novels written
in a regional dialect {(Malwai).
About Marki Da Diva,
Prof. Namwar Singh says,
“When Indian novel was on its
decline, a4 novel published in
s0 called backward language in
mid-twentieth century lifted the
Indian novel to sublimily™. A
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feature-film based on this novel
produced by National Film
Development  Corporation
received the best regional film
award in 1989, Besides its
translations in several Indian
languages, the novel has also
been translated into Russian.

In his second novel Anhoe
(Non-existents, 1966) his
characters came alive with their
lasting appeal comparable to
those of the hero of Don
Quixote and of Shakespeare’s
Hamiet. Prof. Sant Singh
Sekhon had no hesitation n
comparing this work of arl 1o
those greatest works of world
literature,

His subsequent novels are
Rete Di {kk Mutthi (A handful
of soil, 1967), Kuwela (The late
hours, 1968), Adh Chanani Raat
{Night of the half moon, 1972)
which won the Sahitya Akademi
Award, Athan Ugean (The dusk
and dawn, 19741, Annhe Ghore
Da Daan (Alms for the blind
horse, 1976), Pauh Phurale ion
Pehlan (Before dawn, 1992) and
FParsa (19917,

The novels of Gurdial Singh
sel a new trend in Punjabi
fiction in the Sixties and atter.
Gurdial Singh has a special
mastery over the craft of telling
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a tale and the art of painting
rural scenes and delineating the
rural characters of his native
region. One can also detect in
these writings his compassion
tor the poor and the
downtrodden. “His economy of
narratives on the treatment of
according (o
Dr. Amrik Singh, “is marked by
a degree of restraint and artistic
skill  which was totally
unprecedented in Punjabi”

characters™

Gurdial Singh has travelled
exlensively in Canada and the
UK to study the several
economic and political problems
of Indian migrants there. He has
also visited erstwhile TISSRE
including Leningrad, Moscow
and Tashkent.

Winner of more than 12
awards and honours, Sri Gurdial
Singh received the coveted
Jnanpith Award in 1999,



A SELECT
BIBLIOGRAPHY

In Punjabi

Novels
Marii Da [va (The Last Flicker),
[ Oad

Arhoe (Non-Existents), 1966

Rete Di Mk Mutthi (A Handful of
Soily, 1967

Kwwela (The Late Hours), 1968

Adh Chanani Raar (Night of the
Half Moon), 1972

Athan Uggan (The Dusk and the
Dawn), 1974

Annhe Ghore Da Daan (Alms for
the Blind Horse), 1976

FPauh Phutale Tor Pehlan (Before
Dawn). 1982

Parsa, 1991

Short Story Collections

Sepei Phall (The Head Ornaments),
1962

Chann Da HBoora (The Sapling of
the Moon), 1964

Opra Ghar (The Strange House),
1966

Kutte Te Aadmi (The Dog and the
Man), 1971

With Mulak Eaj Anand

Masti Brie (The Rebellious Camel ),
1982

Rukhe Mizsse Bande (The Rude
Peoplel, 1984
Begana Pind (The Different
WVillage), 1985
Chonvian Kahanian (Selected
Stories), 1988

Paicka Trkana (Permanent Ahode),
1990

Kerriv 24 Driingri (The Thom Bush),
Red

Meri Pratinidid Rochna (Be-
presentative works), 1992
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Play

Farida Ratin Wadian (There are
Long MNights O Farid), 1982
Vidave! ton Pichhen (After Saying
Goodbye), 1982

Nikki Moti Gall (A Negligible Talk),
1982

Prose

Punjab De Mele Te Teohar
{Festivals of the Punjab), Publi-
cation Division, Delhi, 1985
Lekhak Da Anubhav Te Sirjan
Parkiriva Punjabi University,
Patiala

Dukchva Das Kabir Hai by Lokgeet
Parkashan, Chandigarh, 1996

Books for Children

Bakalom Kimd (With My Own Pen)
19a0)

Tuk Khoh Lave Kawen (The Bread
Snatched by Crows), 1963

Likhtam Baba Khema (Written by
Baba Khema), 1971

Baba Khema, 1988

Grappian Da Pic {The Father of the
Gossips), 19389

Mahabharat {An Epic of India),
1990

Dherat Swhavi (The Earth
Beautifuly, 1990

Tin Kadam Dharii (Three-Pace
Earth), 1983

Khare Mithe Lok (Bitter and the
Sweel People), 1993

In Hindi

Marhi Ka Deeva (Novel), Adhar
Parkashan Lid., 1966

Crhar Aur Raste (Naveld, Adhar
Parkashan L., 1968

Adh Chardni Raat (Novel), Adhar
Prakashan Lid.

Panchwan Pahar, Rajkamal
Parkazhan Led., Delhi, 1988

Sabh Des Parayva (Novel), Radha
Krishan Parkashan Ltd., 1993

Mahabharata (in four vols.) for
children Rajkamal Parkashan Lid.,
elhi

In English

The Last Flicker, Sahitya Akaderni,
New Delhi, 1993

Might of the Half Moon, Macmillan
India Lid., Chennai, 1996

Parsa, National Book Trust India,
Delhi, 1998

In Moscow, 1987



1933

1954

1957

1960

1962

1967

1975

1979

A CHRONOLOGY

Birth

Took up his teaching
career

His first short story
published

Published his children
book Bakalam Khud

Published his first short
story collection Saggi
Phull

First novel Marhi Da
Deeva published

Took his MLA. in Punjabi

Sahitya Akademi Award
for Adh Chanani Raat
(MNovel)

Received Punjabi

& 1989 Sahitya Akademi awards

1956

1987

1989

1992

1995

1997

1998

1999
2000

Soviet Land Nehru
Award
Visited USSR

Marhi Da Diva received
the Regional Film Award

Shironmani Sahitkar .

Award

Bhai Vir Singh Galp
Puraskar Pash Award

U.P. Hindi Sahitya
Sammelan Award

Padmashri from Gove, of
India

Jananpith award

Published his  first
volume of his auto-
biography Nvan-Martian.
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