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r. Harbhajan Singh was
Dhurnin 1919 in Lumding,

a small town in Assam, where
his father Ganda Singh was
employed in a construction
company. The untimely death
of his father compelled his
mother to bring him back to a
village near Lahore, It was not
long belore he lest his mother
too. Orphaned as ayoung boy,
he led a very lonely lile; it was
in this period that he began
writing verses.

Dr. Harbhajan Singh had
his early education at DAV
High School in Lahore. Afller
leaving school he was first
employed as an English
teacher in a school and laier
asaHinditeacherinacollege.
However, he continued Lo
pursue  higher  studies,
oblaining maslers degrees in
English and Hindi and later a
Fh.D for a critical study of
medieval Hindi poetry
preserved in Gurmukhi script.
This research took him close
Lo his roots in Punjabi,

Dr. Harbhajan Singh began
his lilerary career wriling
religious and political verses
for recitation in Punjabi
mushairas. His firsl poelry
collection Lasan [Weals) was
brought out in 1956. His
poetry during Lhis phase
reflects the socialist current
of the post-independence era,
Many of the poems express

his revulsion against
capitalism. In a poem [rom
Lasan, Dr. Harbhajan Singh
expresses the plight of the
worker thus:

You have made my body starve
So that it hos become a beam eaten
by white ants
And my rich soul
Oy which [ was prowd .
Goes evany night to sleep i it
*Kohlu Da Bald® {Lasan)

In his long dramatic poem Tar
Tupka (Drop on a Wire, 1957],
Dr. Harbhajan Singh deals
with the predicament created
by the accumulation of nue-
lear warheads. Commenting
on our times in this poem, he
says
The king is bitterly against the
subject
The subject agatrst the King
Mothers are annoyed with their
children for belng always hungry
The children are always annoyed
because there (s na mille in
merther's breasts
Heauly spits at lust, bu! gels sold
faa it
Luszt having tasted of Beauty
throws it away.
Intreducing a resh lyricism
in Punjabl poetry, Dr.
Harbhajan Singh expresses
his rebellion without any show
of aggression. Iis protests
have olten an emotive,
romantic appeal, as in the
[ollowing call for revolution:
I am fragrance [illed wind beloved
at your door
Look for once, beloved
Who has come o your door
My raw youth wants yolr comyparny
My pure, untouched limbs, my
urcombed hoir
A first time fancy smouwldering in

iy breast ar
Red are my garments.

Inthelatter phase of his poetic
career, Dr. Harbhajan Singh
breaks away [rom
romanticism. Bul even so, his
verse retainsits lyrical appeal.
His inherent inslinetl is to avoid
even a single discordant note.
Laler on he adopls a slrue-
turalist viewpoint regarding



poetic composition, probably
stemmming from his fondness
for Russian formalism. Most
of Dr. Harbhajan Singh's
poems are a kind of dramatic
monologue thal present many
layers of reality one after the
other.

In the collection Na Dhuppe
Na Chhaven, which received
the Sahitya Akademi Award
in 18269, Dr. Harbhajan Singh
affirms the new spirit of
experiment in Punjabi poetry.
Mosl of the poems in this
collection depict his I[nner
crises and conilicts, the knots
of life that ballle our mind and
consciousness. He presents
his position with a powerful
and penelraling salire and a
deep sense of irony.

Dr. Harbhajan Singh relers
lo his poelic crealion as an
attempt to transcend his body;
“Apne pinde’lon par jan da
Jatan”. Every new creation is
seen by himm as a new sin: "Har
naudan sirjan har ravan gunah
hai.” In the creative act every
genuine poel is bound tobreak
something and while breaking
he feels he is commilling a
sin; literature s stylised
society and style is a devialion
from the norm.

A peet’s insight into the
human psyche makes him
heliewve that a potential
criminal lies in wall in every
human being. Two of his
poems on this subject are
“Apaira” (Without Feet) and
*Ek Sulagtha Hath™ [A
Burning Hand]. The poem
“Apaira” touches upon the
possibility of crime. Most of
his poems are based on
personal experience bul there
are some based on imaginary
or even extra-sensory
experience,

“Hijrat”, a well-known peem
of Dr. Harbhajan Singh was
wrillen alter the Bangla Desh
War. It is included in the
collection Alif Dopaihr (The
Hotlest Noon). Here he equates
the flight of the relugees who
fled from East Pakistan and
subscguently returned Lo their
homeland, with Prophet
Mohammad's migration lo
Medina and his eventual
relurn to Mecca:

The city asked me al the time ol my
migration "Oh my Prophet
Tell me before you leave
Shaill I continue buming Hll you
refurr
Or be extinguishad'.

The poem became so popular
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that it was published several
times even in Pakistan. The
poems in this colleclion give
full expression to the horrors
of war—the alrocities perpe-
trated onwomen, children and
old people,

Dr. Harbhajan Singh has
also contributed a great deal
toliterary criticism in Punjahi,

though he entered this field
late in his literary career. His
critical works are relreshingly
original. He has brought into
Punjabicriticism the concepts
of structure and texture. He
seeks to sirike a balance
belween a non-evaluative
structuralist inferpretation
and an evaluative ideological
interpretation.
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