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LET US MEET THE POET & HIS POEM

[ [0 NOot Know

{ have swallowed iy fears
ard I elo not Know,
! swarm across a desert
andd I elo notl Know,
These dayvs,
fri an effort fo forget vou,
[ have almost forgotien vou
and i do nor Know,
fry an atffernps
(o save my self respect
{ have just besceched
and I oo nor Know
I norturinsg thormns
at thmes
! have beern very near (o dowers,
el { el nor Know,
The amnosphere is charged wilh
the silenoe of fricnds:
Have [ saicd sernething, .
ard o rof Know,

(Transkated from Gujarath
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t s0 happens that before anvbody can take Harindra

Dave to the alter for the critical analysis of his creative
work, he himself puts his head under the guillotine, But
guillotine does not hehead him. It brings out the tough-
ness of his fabric which apparently lay concealed behind
his sobriety. Harindra does not make tall claims even
though he has penned about eleven novels, scribbled
half a dozen books of essavs and indulged in play-writing,
his main-stay is poeny and poetry alone. As poet
Sundaram observes “Harindra sils on the same pedestal
with Nachiketa or Satvakam Jabal. A few of his pocms
manitest unapproachable heights”
Harindra Dave has been writing since childhood, His first
poem was selected by Umashankar Joshi for publication
in ‘Sanskrit’ and by Vijayrai Vaidya in "Manasi’ when he
was in his early teens. Since then he has never looked
rack. il he has spent last fortviive yvears in his encounter
with creative writings, he has devoled almost four deca-
des to journalism also,
Most of his novels and essays were writlen as serials or
articles in dailies, weeklies and monthilies. Even his popu-
lar novel ‘Madhavy Kyanyva Nathi' which brings out a pat-
tern of a lyvrical novel, making a subtle use of myth (o
present the contemporary ethos, was written that way,
“Combining daily journalism and creative writting is
roush’™ he sayvs, “sowhen there is a compulsion, then only
it gels done.” His another novel 'Gandhini Kavad' depicts
the contemporary situation with marked  sarcasim.
‘Anagat is vet an entircly dillcrent novel in which slow
death and disintegration of a village is effectively com-
municated through characters, unusual but true 1o lite.
He is a journalist of repute. His voice in the field has been
recognised as that of sanity and public decency, His
commitment o the profession is total and his fearless
forthright and frank attitude is being appreiciated notonly,
in Gujarati journalism, but in Indian journalisim too.
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Adiberal journalist, Shri Dave offers no rigid dogmas. His
Janmabhoomi® and ‘Pravasi’ are not party papers but
their credibility lies in presenting a wide spectrum of
views, As Shr Umashankar Joshi remarked: “shri Dave
plays the role of a high priest in a worldly ‘Shabda yajna'
that Journalism really s When such a man writes there is
indeed, a perfect blend of sensitivity and sensibility.

As already stated, his main-stay is poetry, His collection of
pocms 'Hayvati’ received Sahitva Akademi Award in 1978
for "oulstanding contribution for its inimitable personal
touch, tenderness of feeling, an encompassing diction
and experiments in fonm and metre™.

He is a hyrical genius. He is successful because in mad
race of being considered modern, he has not snapped his
tiees with the tradition. He has his own voice that springs
uninteruptedly amidst the din and bustle of the world
around. Love and death are two major subjects around
which his creativity revalves,

Rrishna, a symbol often dealt by him in poems and
novels, emeoerges in a new perspective in his major work
‘Krishna Ane Manavsambandho! His indepth study of
Mahabharata, original interpretation blended with his
ardent love [or the lopic make this book both a work of
research and Creativity.

With poetry as with prose, words sometimes acquire a lifc
and will of their own. Harindra Dave says, ©1 think words
sormctinmes use e, They are a difficult entity o deal with.
Because one is not writing simply o express something,
butalso to prove something. sollike 1o go to the root of the
worcl, ) Krishnarmurthi once said that so many words
have lost their meaning because they have been care-
lessly used. But for me, 1o use a word is 1o know it And
then it is difficult 1o use it lightly".

With Urnashankar Josfii— i 087




A SELECT BIBLIOGRAFHY
POEMS

Adsay « Swati Prakashan « 1961 « 108 poe 17.5 CITL
Maun = Swali Prakashan e« (206G e 132 poe 20 00m

Arpar s Vora & Coos 1972 « 127 pos 105 CI,

Sartioya « Vora & Co.e 1972 ¢ A0 [re 17.5 CITL
Survopanishad « Vora & Cos 1975« 104 poe 24 Cm.
Hayati « Chimanlal Literary Truste 1076 148 poe 21.5Cm.

Cup of Love [English version of Swarninaray an saint Poets)
« Bharativa vidya Bhavane 1981« 111 poe 2105 Cm.

mMadhuvan (Edited by Harindra Davel s Swali Prakoshan e 1061 s 20630
s |85 Cm.

Kawvi Ane Kavita « Gujarat Sahitva Akademi e 1980 « G5 e 2175 Cmm.

LITERARY CRITICISM

Kavi Ane Kavita « Somaiya Publicalionss 1971 « 254 pos 21 O
Umashankar loshi« Kumkum Prakashan s 198Gs (17 poe 21 Cm,

Vivechanni Kshano e SNDT wWomen's University » 1087 e 255 D
" 22 CIm

NOVELS

Adonpankhie Vora & (0« 1952« 235 p.e 18 00T

Palana Pratioimis s N M Tripathie 1966 e 170 poe 1HCM

Anaggate N MTripathis 1970« 256 poe 185 0,

Sukhaamne Pradesh « Vora & Co s 1976 « 286 D+ 10 0.

Sang Asang « N M Tripathie 1580« 281 poe 15.50M

Lohina Hang Lal « N A Tripsathis 1981 & 3306 poe 185 0.

CGandhini Kavaod « N M Tripathi e 1984 « 202 pos WO

sMukhnvato (Part 1 and Part )« N M Tripathi « 1085 e 684 [re THI O
vasivats WM Tripathie 1987 & 572 poe 185 CM

Mandita « Rannade Prakashan s P9E7T « S0 0oe 18 O

PLAYS

Yuge Yuge = Vora & Cos 1987« T2 poe 21500

sandhya Kale Prabhat Pheri (Enlarged version of Yuge Yugo)
o W MOTTipaihis 1987 « Q5 Do« |H5 O

ESS5AYS
Nirav Samvad s R R Sheth & Cos 1951 « 300 P+ 185 C0mM

Veratun Swapna Ghutatun Satvia e N M Tripathy « 1986« 334 b
e 1850,

Ishiwarmi Aanknnu Aasun « M & Tripathi « 1987 « 304 D« 185 CITL

Shabda Bhitar Sudhi « Rannade Prakashan « 1987 « 205 D
+ | 8.5 cm.

sheena Divano Ujas« N M Tripathi e 1988 « 206 Doe 185 CM.
Shri Aurcbindo Jeevan Rekha « Vora & Co.e 1972« 20D, e 21 CITL

Krishing Ane Manavsambandbe « N M Tripathie 1981« 476 [
*2].5Cm.

Dharma Sabha « N M Tripathie 1980« 200 poe 185 CM,

Transiated fom English into Gujarati — three novels, three voltirmes o
shortstores, three collections of pocrms and a biography



A CHRONOLOGY
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: Birth
: First Poem published in 'Manasi” Gujarmt literary

rjuarterly
Froe lance film journalist in Bombay

s Sub-Editor in Janshakti Daily, Passed B with Gujarati

and English Literature, Bombay Liniversity

Aasav’ First Poetry collection published, Passoed MoA,
withr Gujarat and English Literature (Bomibay
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Editor ‘Samarpan’ — Bharativa Vidya Bhavan's cultural
fortniighitly. First Novel "Aagan Pankhi’ published

Editor: LI 5 1 5 Press Sechon

- Editor Janshakn® (Cujarati Daily)
s Mational Sahitva Akadenn Aovard [or ‘Hanatl' (Selected

poemsh

» Editor—Ianmabhboomi and Pravasi iBEvening and

rMorning Gujarati Dailics)

- BEditorinChiet—lanmabhoomi and Pravasi
&y Toor ot UK
J'Ranjeetram Gold Medal’ for contribution 1o Gujarati

Literature
‘Asurohindo Medal for ‘krishng Ane Manovsarmbandbo
AN essay on Mahabharar)

; Lecture tour of US A
s VIS o Moscow (LSSR)
j9as

Visit to Damascus (Syria), Stuttdar, Munich & onn
iWest Gormany Liniieod Nations iNew York) Budapest,
Balaton Fured (Hungar

Visit to Paris, Moscow and Islamabad
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