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ari Harshdev Madhav (Jani
Harshavadan Mansukhlal] is a
powerful and prolific Poet. A
winner of many awards he has
established himself as a modern
Sanskrit poet. His collection of
poems Tava sparshe sparshe
bagged central Sahitya akademi
award, 2006. This is a collection
al poems noted for their inten-
sity and original imagination. The
work is undoubtedly a priceless
contribution to modern Indian
poetry in Sanskrit.

He changed the face of
Sanskril poetry by introducing
new forms like hoiku, tanka,
sijo, mono image poems boul
kavya, graph poems, mural
poems, symbolic poems, college
poems, absurd dramas, lypo-
graphical poems, elc. in Sanskril
literature.

His poems need a critic like
Mammata, who gave critical
commenlary lo ancient Sanskrit
poelry. He contributed a lat 1o
modern poetry, but still he
composed many poems in fra-
ditional chandas. The kind of
poelry he introduced became
famous in India and abroad and
is counlable as (Liftamadhvani
Kavya) one of the specimen of
best poetry in Sanskrit literature.

Harshdev Madhav's contri-
bution lo the modern Sanskrit
is great. Internationalization and
modernization of Sanskrit poetry
is an oulcome of Harshdev's
vision and visualization. He may
not be fully acceptable by ortho-
dox Sanskritists on account of

his arbitrariness to use some
English words in original form
and some in sanskritized lorm,
but the subject maller he pre-
sents is definilely upto the mark.
He presents the idea through
new images and motives and
expresses much through economy
of words and lines. In conven-
tional terms we can say that his
abhivvakii is through anvokti.
He is a spokesman of present-
day world and singer of human
sensations. He is appreciated by
western critics as a full-height
peet. The promising new corner
also exploits Sanskril allusions
and associalions against the back-
drop of the native and local
nuances of dialect.

He has written four critical
books on famous poets like
Muogha, significance of epics,
Puranas and Indian culture and
published [rom time to time. He
hrought out six valuable books
on teaching, learning and speak
ing Sanskrit. He is not only well
known as a poet but famous
dramatist also (the Drama
Mritvaravam Kosturikamrigoshi is
well known to Sanskrit world).
He wrote seventeen books in
other languages and presented
00 research papers till now. Nine
hooks are edited on special
subjects and three other and
published by him. He paid a lot
more altention on child litera-
ture. He composed four books
on it and which were appreci-
ated by many institutions. More
than ten students are doing
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research on his works. This is
the evidence o prove his wor-
thiness as a poet, Dr. Harshdev
involved himselfl in many edi-
torial boards and edited many
books and co-edited 18 books
which include Rig-Veda Dashama
mandal. He is the member of the
post Colonial Journal of India
discourse book I [2007), Manibhai
prajapathi and Dr. M.V.Joshi
Felicitation volumes, He prepared
Text books for VIIT and X1
standered for the Board of sec-
ondary educalion Gujarat.

He began writing in 1970
and published his first book,
Rathyasu Jamboo Varnanam
Siraneam |Sanskrit poetry) in 1985
followed by Haath Fanfonse
Andhalla suzandhene [Gujarati
poetry). He has written and edited
more than 75 books in Sanskrit,
Gujarati, Hindi and English,
besides his works of translation.
He has 20 collections of Sanskril
poetry, four collections of
Gujarati poetry and two collec-
tions of Sanskrit drama. Some
of his important works are
Mrigava, Nishkrantah sarve,
Pura yatra srotah, Mrityu
Shatakam, Bhovasthirani
jananantarasauhiridani collec-
tions (Sanskrit poetry), Head lines
again [English poetry), Pakshi ke
Pankh par Gagan ( Hindi poetry)
Kshan Swapna (Gujarati shorl
stories) and Nakha chilina (San-
skrit criticism). He is a recipient
of Kalpavalli Award of Bharativa

Bhasha Parishad, Akhilabharatiya
Kalidas Award and Gujarat
Sanskrit Sahitya Academy Award
(Five times). Through his po-
pms, every time he is adding
some thing new, which will be
recollecled afterwards as an era
of the epoch making crealivily.
By his efforts Sanskril literature
is hreathing a new spirit, Truly
he gained national and interna-
lional reputation for his writ-
ings.

Inclusion of his poem in
warld poetry Collection Vistriwa
Kovita Thlang (2005) is remark-
able. Seven of his works got
lranslated into Gujarati, Hindi,
English and Oriva. Six books are
writlten on his poetry and rel-
erences given in more than 12
hooks.

He has a Bird view of the
poet’s Literary and Academic
Voyvage.A leclurer in MEATrls
College Ahmedabad he is one
among some multilingual whose
daring works poets deserve more
serious attention. Born on 20th
October, 1954 in Vertej Dist,
Bhavanagar, Gujarat, he secured
Ist class in M.A [Sanskrit], in
1981, B.Ed in the academic year
of 1983-84, and awarded Phl} in
1990, He starled his career as
Asst. Teacher in K.G. Higher
Secondary School and then he
became a Lecturer in Sanskrit in
H.K. Arts College where he is
now working as the Professor in
Charge. His specialization is in



Vedic literature, Tantra Sastra
Puranas, Modern Sanskrit Criti-
cism and poetics. He was rec-
ognized as a Research guide in
Kaccha Universily, Bhavnagar
University, North Gujarat Uni-
versity and Gujaral University.
He is member of the editorial
board in Sanskrit Magazine Drik,
He is working as moember of
research hoard of advisors, The
American Biographical Institute
since 2003, He is serving San-
skrit by holding the post of
President, Sri Vani Academy and
as a member and trusiee of
Sanskrit Seva Samithi. He served
in many Institutions like Execu-
tive Council of Sanskrit acaderiy
Sourashtra Universily [2000-
2004) and General body of
Sanskrit Sahitva Academy (1994-
1999).

The treasure of poems by
Harshdev Madhav is vast much
waorthy, Some ol the besl works
are hriefly inlroduced here:

1. Rathyasu Jambuvarnanain
Shiranam: It was published in
1985, The characteristice of the
poem are allusive style, Univer-
sal Context, New Flexibility, New
meaninglul lransparency and
Modern Sensibility.

2. Shabdanam Nirmak-
shiakeshu Dhvamsava-
shesheshu(1993): Here new ex-
periments have been done. These
pxperiments attracted many lit-
erary workers.

3. Mrigaya (1994): This work

won him Kalpavalli Prize. These
kinds of poems enriched the
Sanskrit literature.

4. Lavarisa  Digdhah
Swapnamayah Parvatah [1996):
In this poem he introduced new
forms like Hoiku and Tanka which
was imported from Japan and
Shijo which was imported from
Korea. Thus he worshipped
Goddess Saraswati through his
Maodern style.

5. Aaseechcho Me Manasi
(1997): Here new things have
been introduced in a novel way.
This can be an ornament to
Minerva, The style of Mono Image
has been introduced here.

6. Nishkranthah Sarve (1997);
This kind of poem was never
before in Sanskrit Literature. This
has introduced a kind of experi-
mentation in Sanskrit,

7. Purn Yoalra Srotah [1998):
This is Lhe lirst imitation. Many
other poets have adopted the
stvle used in this poetry. This
poem gives an indication that
Modern Sanskrit is as preal as
the old one.

8. Mrilvu Salokam [1999):
The poet successfully portrayed
death here.

0. Kalosmi (1999): Here we
can experience a different kind
of style. This can also be con-
sidered as a crealive masterpiece.

10, Sushumya Nimagna
Nowvka (1999): A collection of a
real craftsman and genius artist.
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Chronology

Kaviloka Sisukavya Prize
Viral Jage Varta Paritosika-
Second Prize
Kalpavalli Award by
Bharativa Bhasa Parishada,
Calcutta For Mrgaya
First Prize for the research
paper 'Tantra Sastroman
Trikonanun Pratika’; in the
contexl of Sakta Tantra by
Saurastra Vistara Sanskrit
Parisada

RamaKrishna Sanskrit
Award by Saraswati Vikasa
Canada

Besl citizens of India
Award

First Prize lor research

Faper 'Gvatri Mantra Sakta

Drstise’ by Ved Vigvna
Akademi

Five Awards of Sanskril
Sahilva Akademi
Gandhinagar, For Mrigaya,
Lavarasadigdhah-
Swapnamayah Parvatah,
Miskrantah Sarve,
Bhavasthirani Jananantara-
Sauhrani, Nakhacihna

2001 Akhil Bharatiya Kalidasa

Award for Niskrantah
Sarve

2005 Tirst Prize for the research

paper 'Kadividya
Srliprasuta Brahmavidya

2006 Central Sahityva Akademi

Award For "lTava Sparse
Sparse’



