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Hamaswami Srinivasa
Ivengar was bom on 17 April
1908 at Sattur, and had his
fommal educaton at Tinunelveli
Aand Falavamoortai, Adtet
tesaching M Yalvettiturai
eviony, and ar Lingar,
Collesde, Yelifanm, and
Basaveshrwir College,
Bagalkol, he  joincd  Aandira
University, Wallaur, as 1 cad of
the: English Depariment ing 1947,
and rose 1o be vice-Chancellor

in o 1oaE I 1980 e was
norminaed CAadbishthota' of S
Aot Mnco Ashram (el

branch) e the Mother, He was
twice clected Vice-Presideni ol
Sahitva Akademi, and served os
A5 Actingg President during
197 7-TH.

Professor Srinivasa vengdar s a
scholarand iweachor of croinenoe
o seasoned erary histoddan and
Crtc, o biodrapher o S
Aurobindo and of the Mother of
the: Yogashram at Pondicheorry,
ancl an epic poet with a vision
and voice of his owne To guote
Professor VR Raghavachanaulu
his siudent. “Professor Ivengar
startecd his muli-faceted  career
as o tescheer His siudents Tondly
remember his leciures for thedr
shining simpdicity, an immediacy
ol leeling, o delicately grained
sensibility, o supplencss of fonm
and ease of expression.... replele
wWilh scintillativg wit and sparkling
hurnmour and occasional subile
implesions of iromy.”

Professor vengars Jong carcor
as a teacher is inscparable rom
his literarny pursuits. He ook 1o
reviewing books when he was
barely out of his leens, His
critical study of Lyviton Strachey
wids published in India and the
LLK. and established him as an

accompdished critic of lite and
letters” and & very gifted oritic of
Englishy literature, and carmed
hirr in 1939 the Tl degres ol
Madras LIniversiny. Foar
decades laler, his hiographical
homage, Gn the Mother won
Hirm the Sahinva Akademi Asward
for 1980 — o long trek from
Strachevs mode] of irreverent
pangency' e ardent admiration.
marked i between by his
mormental - waorke on S
Aurobindo.

A prodific writer, his well-knoswn
wiorks  arer Gevard  Mandey
Hopkins (1948). The Mind and
Heart of Brain (1955, The
Adveniure of Criticism (1962),
Francois Mauriac: Novelist ane
Moralist 1953 anid
Shakespeare: His World and [His
AT O,

Professor vengar s a pioneer of
the systematic study of Indian
wriling i English. His early
efforts used o cause o mild
flurer  among teachers  of
Cnglish  In India; now  this
discipline has been accepted as
arespectable branch of learming
ine thee academic circles hoth in
Inclian anwl abwroad, His leciures
5 Wisiling Professor O
Indo-Anglion  erature ar the
University of Locds in 1950
woore  published o 1962 as
Inclian Writing  in English [+h
enlarged edition 1984). This 848
page  study of  the  Indian
contribuwion o English literature
WS DOl ONly & ploneering wiork,
bl remains a standard book of
reference o which  lilerary
historians owe their first debin of
draniiugle,

Among  the many  valuable
Publications coited by Profossor
Ivengar is Indian Literature sinee
irckepenclence, w0 which  he
contritancd i 1973 a filtypade
introcluction, surveying, for the

At ostocdy
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first diroe, the entire gamu of
Inciiarn literature.

He  wrote sorce finge: Incian
poeiry in Englishy, ramgingd from
thee dlescriptive, (87311 [ [N
reflective, dramatic,. heroic (o
the tragic. irenic and satiric. Yero
Haour, his lirst sustained poetic
COMPposilion. roeveals 5 soul in
anguish,  droping o a  new
mode of expressan, 1o begins
with spring and linds Tiali an
occasion for fesive lireworks
dand new vear offensives. Adier
painting 1he grisiy horrors of 1he
ooy Ciny and the Walprardisnighit,
where humankind is rendered
supcsrfluous wailing  Tor the
compuierised  leap  from the
Brink?, hee calls tor & redurn wo the
Tost Kingdom of the child, His
first sustained venture into verse
i5 thus an emphatic restaternent
of faith in the God in man,
svmbalized in the child, Tor isnt
the child, any child, the scoret
place where the new mankindd
My arises?

Widely  trovelled,  Prodossor
Ivengar has Deen associated
with  many  national and
inernational OrEArIsation:s,
while the Andhra University, Sri
Venkateswara  University  and
the Nagaruna Lniversity hiove
conferred on him the degroe of
Doctor of  Letlers,  (Honoris
causal the Modernm Landuages
Association of America has
clected him s Honarary
Member,

Mowlest and soft-spoken,
Professor lvendar is oa o e
Kanmanyodl who hos realiscd in
his person Cthe unity Of Indian
liveratare: and culture Trom the
Viodic Age 1o ihe present day
He has been hailed by Allen
Tate as 'ane of the last surviving
numanistc  Critics whity =0
dracefully comibines peneialing
literaary insight with a sure sense
Ol burean values'
Lates i ik, i the: ninwestescen
SEeVeNTios wnd cidhies,
Prodessor Dvondar lurmead hack
0 the porennial springs of our
nalive racition. He has renderced
in English quatrains the sundara
kanda of Valmikis Rarmavana
as  The Epic Beawnful,  with
a  ong  Introduction and
elucidatory notes. He has retold
the: Ramaana as guintessentialby
Shas story, Sitavana: Spaic of e
Earttr-bori Also, recly drawing
oy e bistorical, Porardc and
epic heritage in Sanskrit and
camil, Profossor vendaor  has
inditedd  1he life-histories i
Devabutl, Sukanyva,  Devayani,
Dammayanti, Renuka, Draupadl
andd konnaki, 50 as 0 project a
parable of evolution of  the
ferminine psyehe CONVETINE
almost a whole Yuga cvole With
its convincng evocaion of past
ages and of Adya Shakii in
seven of her human mand
fesiations, Satisapakant Sagd
o Severt Mothiers will appeal 10
A wide circle of lovers of Indian
culrure and literaiure,



A Select Hihlinﬂmﬁu-

POETRY AND
YERSLE
TRANSLATION

Muisings of Basaver a Froe
resncleringd (in collabxoration
wilh 5.5, Basoawanal), LE.
AsSSOCIENWoN, Dharwar, Fog0

The Epic Beauhful: AVorso
rendering of the Sundara
Farncla of the Rarmayvarer of
Valmiki, Sahitva Akadom,
Nesaws Dielhi, 19853,

Sitevana: Epc of the Earthi-born,
Sammata Books, Madras,
L9887, 2rcd cddition 1980

Cirvevalluvars Tirokkorad: Lighis
of the Righteous Life, MJ?
Birley Foundation. Caloutta,
| LhE

Mothers: Samata Books.,
Maclras, 190] .

BIOGHEARPHD

SriAvrobircio, Anva Publishing
Flogse, Caloutta, 1945, 2nd
i, | S50

a7y fhe Meaber, S Aaarobindo
sshiranm, Poncdicherry, 1952

Viverananda ancl the foedizin
Remnaissance, Llkal
Lniversiny, Bhobanesbrwar
L7, 2o enlorded edn.
with the title Svwemi

vekananoa Samala Boolks,
Madas, 198s

S Aurobhndo: 8 Blographiv arct
a Hisrory, 2 VMolumes, Sri
Audrcbindio lngernational
Centre of Education,

With 5i

Ponclicherny, 1972, Mow
edn., inone volome, 1985,
e the Mewthicr: The Chronicle of

A ndanfesianorn anc Mirisin,

2ovolirmes, S Aurobinodo
e rraationsal Contre: of
oducation, Ponclicherny,
18978,

LITEBEARY HISTORY &

CRITICISM

Lytirory Stracheys a Criical Sty
IAllTed Publishers, Bombery,
and Chattor & Winchas,
Lomclon, [958

frvcde - Ag iz Litcrarore:, with
Foressorch b D, €0 IRecoly
(The PEN i Comre: ancd
Imernianional Book Howse,
Bombeny, 1943,

Literasune anc Aurhorshir in
frichicr, with 2 Forenseord by
A Forstor, Goorde Allen &
Linwwvire oo, 1943

e fndliae: Cornribation o
Erigilistr Literarure, with a
foaronaorod Ly Sir Bormengji
W lia, Karrwtak Pubslishings
Flovisae, Bernibsay, 1945,

Thie: Mireed ancd Diesaed of Feitain,
COwicend Longdmisnes, Maclras,

[ S

SriAurebinco: Aan indroclaction,
Raoo & Raghovar, bMyvsore
[RRELN N

{rvetian Wiiting in Engiish,
Leciures 2ivien at the
Lniversity of Leeds, Asia
Pubdishing House, Bormba,
a2 2ndd enlargsed edn
1975 Jrdd e, with a
Postsorip Chapater by Proamia
MNandakumar, Sterlingg
Fublishers. Mow Dl 1982,

Wveranme Faraneh



Oriental Linbeersily Pross
edition, London N1 5 39
| BIET.

The Achveriure of Crncisa,
Asio Publishing House,
Bonmbny, 1962 new edition,
Sterling Pubilishers, MNesy
Delhi, 1985

Shakespcare: This World and
fHis Arf [Asia Publishing
House, Bombay, 1964 new
colition, Sterling Publishors,
Mew Delhl 19584, 19860,

Rabindrananh Tagfore: o Cribeal
irrerociucction, Popular
Prakashan, Bormbay, 1965,
neswy Editon, Sterling
Publishers, Meww Dedini

1835

Drvw to Gireaior Dawn: Six
Leciures on savine, Indian
Instinuee Oof Ackvanoeo Stucy,
Shimida. 1975,

ESSAYS & TALKS

Two Cheers for the
Commertwealth: Talks on
I_fresrarure and Edlucation,
Asia Publishing Hoase:
Bomibeny, 1960,

AT Chande: Talks o the
Srwritval Meovedatiorn arwd thee
Fradeiee: Mary, S Aaorolinco
Ashram, Delhi Branch. Nesw
Lyealhi, 1970,

S Aoy oS Wiorlod Vision:
[eciures d@nven in the
LIniversiny of Bombay,
Bombay University Press,
Hombsne, 1976

Feicticory e d Senciad € orwce e e
20l Panch sukhlali Moermaorial
Leciures, Panchay Trust,
Bombay. 19581,

Sri Avrobiincto aned the Mothier:
Thiir Teaching,
Scll-rosvedation anc Yogic
Ao, S Mavajata Mermorial
Lectures, Pondicherny
University, Pondichern

[R2 1 sta]

The Meawy ol Lestters and
Diconmscay Clocky, Samvansar
Lectures 1980, Sahitva
ARaclomi Nesy Delhi, 1980,

BOORS EIDNTED
WITH CRITICAL
INTRODUCTIONS

Theiroems Wedlcleri, an
abridgernent with an
Introciuction and Noes
iAanclhra University, Waltair,
1954,

Srandlard Erngilish Posms (in
Collaboraton with B
Yoy, Oxiord Universioge
Press, Bombery 18955,

Gl Nanak: A Homeagie, Sahitya
Akaciermi. Now Delhi, 19707,

T diadr Ve rafre =i e
Irrcdeypaerichence:, Sabalva
Ao, MNesww e, 197,

SefAvrodinolo: A Cerienany
Tribes, S Aurobindo
Ashram, Pondicherry, 1974

A Venianions in Ramayvand,
Proceedings of an
[nrernational Seminar held in
January 1981, Sahitva
Akademi, Now Doelhi, TOR3.

wWith Gokak and Annada sankar Ray
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A Chronology

1 ER0E:
1928:

1933

1 94

107

Lanl:

1957

1 858:

| &

[irtky

B.AC 1932 MoAG 1950
Ly, Litr: all troen Maddras
Liniversing

Professor of Ensilish,
Lingaraj College
Belgdaum
Vice-Frincipal,
Basaveshrwar College.
Bagialkiol

Head of the: English
Creprartment, Ancbira
Liniversity, Waltair
visited UK curing the
Festival of Britain

Adtencded PEN Congress.

Tk ORI

Wisiting Profossor,
Linivesesity of Leeds, Uk
Pro-siclent, All-ndia
English Toachers
Conference, Jaipur

[REIGT

| £H55

1965

[REIS1%)

1971

RSy

| 8373

1974

1977

1981

1983

| &34

(B2 15
| £k

1990

Antended Shakespears
Conference, Stratford,
and Commorywealth
Literature Conference
Leedds, Uk
vice-Chancellor. Andhira
Liniversity

Anterncdect
Cornmortwealth

L niversitios Condross,
syvioney

Vice-Proesiclent, Sabilyve
Akaciomi, ew Deldhl
sember, Press Council
of India, Nesw Delbhi
Attended Congress ol
Literary Critics, Rheims
Anended Union
Academigue
Internationale:, [oncion
Antended Waorlcl
Conference of Religion
and Poeace, Leuven
Acting President, Sahiva
Akaclermi

Sahinyva Akadommi Asward
for the book O tfie:
Mewher

‘Hor the sake Of Hopowr
Aveard by Booksellers &
Publishers Associntin
of souh Inclia

Hor, Member of Modern
Langduages ASSoCiation
LSA

Fellosw . Sahitva Akaclemi
Vice-Prosidont, The PEN
All-lndia Coenlre, Bomibay
[or. Falicdas et hoermorial
Meclallist

Inasiurating ‘Akacomi 1 ass Exhibition



