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Ki. Rajanarayanan was born in
1923in Edaicheval a small village
in the southern most part of Tamil-
nadu. He was the fifth child of Shri
Krishna Ramanujam and Lakshmi
Ammal. His parents as per family
tradition gave him a long and grand
name Rayangala Shri Krishna Raja
Marayana Perumal Ramanujam
Naicker. His ancestors migrated to
Edaicheval village before a few
centuries. He studied upto 8th
standard and thereafter though he
discontinued formal education his
flair for literature increased.

This has, in fact, prompted
him to read Tamil versions of
monumental works of writers like Leo
Tolstoi, Anton Chekhov, Victor
Huge, Thomas Hardy, etc. Besides
he is deeply interested in various
literary movements like feminine
writing as well as subaltern literary
writings.

Ki. Rajanarayanan is one of
the pioneers of folk literature in
Tamil. He has contributed to the
collection and study of folk tales
those are prevalent in various parts
of Tamilnadu and Pondicherry.

His village was termed by him
as black forest receiving lowest rain.
His land and literature are named
karisal denoting black land.
However karisal area of Tamilnadu

can claim literary eminence dating
back to Andal, Perivalwar—
Vaishnavite saints and the National
poet Subramania Bharathi,
Chennikulam Annamalai Reddiar.
The great patriots Veerapandia
Kattabomman and V.O.
Chidambaram Pillai hailed from the
same area. His boyhood friend whe
lived in his street Sri Ku. Alagirisamy
became a famous fiction writer and
waon Sal'litya Alademi Award in
1970 for his short story collection
Anbalippu.

Twe profound influences on
him shaped his life and his outlook
of literature in due course. The first
influence was the tales handed down
from grandfather to grandson which
instead of fiction and myth, narrated
the incidents which led to the
migration of their Telugu speaking
community from Andhra to the
karisal area crossing 1000 km.

This sentimental journey
ending in a black forest; converting
it into good earth, the pleasures,
pains, life-making, life-breaking
events made a great impression on
Ki. Rajanarayanan. This community
history happened during Muslim
invasion, Vijayanagara emergence,
Naicker rule, East India Company's
commercial and political success and
the freedom struggle later.

The other influence is the rural
dialect with its peculiar accent, tone,
intonation and rustic honesty and
simplicity. Ki. Rajanarayanan says
that the ordinary superficial general
language style is not dzep rather the
oral dialect is deep and comes out
of the soul of the people. It has a
special linguistic significance. In his
youthful days Ki.Rajanarayanan led
a turbulent life, forcefully expressing
his opinions and spear-heading
people's movements. His love for
his motherland and his deep interest
in freedom struggle are noteworthy.
At the same time the life struggle of



rural peasants and workers captured
his heart and he strove for the
betterment of the rural
downtrodden.

Ki. Rajanarayanan has
published 11 collections of folk-
tales prevalent in Tamilnadu. One
among them concentrates on the
folktales in Pondicherry. Two
collections deal with the man-woman
relations and sex without any
inhibitions. But for him the Tamil folk
tradition would have forgotten most
of its roots in content, style and
diction. The folktales of
Ki.Rajanarayanan project him as a
pioneer who opened new vistas in
literature,

His short stories have won him
many awards. He has published
seven collections of short stories. His
Katavu, the title story of a collection
depicts the innocent minds of
children playing with the door which
was later confiscated by village
revenue officials for not remitting the
tax.

He has given importance to
the local parlance (i.e. Tamil as
spoken in karsal region, a region
situated in between Tirunelveli and
Kanyakumari) not only in dialogues
but also in indirect narrative
discourse.

He is the patron of a dialectal
literature in Tamil, namely karisak
literature  (literature of the black
soil); his works smell local soil which
has induced many other young
writers of the said region to follow
suit. Writers like Poomani, Che.
Darman, Melanmai Ponnusamy,
Paa.Jeypragasam deserve to be
gquoted, Ki. Rajanarayanan's
influence has spread not only all over
Tamilnadu but also overseas Tamil
speaking countries like Jaffna of
Sti Lanka and Singapore. Among
creative writers of Jaffna,
A. Muthulingam is an ardent
follower of Ki. Rajanarayvanan's
narrative technigues.

Ki. Rajanarayanan is the first
Tamil writer to introduce in the
modern fiction the techniques of
Indian puranic writing and story-
telling. He has marvellously
intreduced in his fiction, the
traditional Indian tecHnique of
"stories within stories”" however,
without distracting the reader fram
the main track. This style of
narration, like the ones found in the
epics  the Ramayana, the
Mashabharata and other puranic
tales, makes him stand out from the
rest of other madern Tamil creative
writers who are unable to free from
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the shackles of western narrative
technigues.

Ki. Rajanarayanan, like many
other Indian writers, has re-
interpreted Indian myths. Besides,
he has depicted, in his first novel
Gopalls Gramam (The Village
Gopalla), the exodus of a particular
linguistic community from one
linguistic state to another linguistic
state. This depiction reminds us of
the Exodus of Moses and his people
from Egypt to lsrael, in O/
Testament.

Above all, he has evoked the
Indian freedom struggle, highlighting
the role played by Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose's Indian National
Army and the Maval mutiny of
Bombay in his novel Gopallapurathu
Makkal! (The People of
Gopallapuram) which won him
Sahitya Akademi Award (The
Mational Academy of Letters, India)
in 1991,

His characters were mostly
from the karisa/ area and portray
the life of peasants, and cotton
growers where rain was a rarity.

One volume of fiction was for
children. His stories are simpie and
directly communicate without any
barriers or inhibitions.

Ki. Rajanarayanan acted as
the visiting Professor and Directer
of Folktales, Documentation and
Survey Centre, Pondicherry
University, Pandicherry. Ki.
Rajanarayanan is the foremost writer
who compiled and published the First
ever Dictionary of Rural Dialect in
Tamil in 1982 (Vattars Vazhakku
fﬁm"fa&'ﬂraﬁ{) o

He was instrumental in
ducumenting a number af folktales
of various regions. His short stories
Vilaivu" and 'Current’ were made
into films. 'Muranpaadugal’ and
'‘Kidai' were made inte Radio
dramas. His short stories were
translated inte Telugu, Hindi and
French. His novels and short stary
collections were prescribed by many
universities in Tamilnadu.

He is presently working as the
Editor of Kadsicholli (Story teller)
a magazine which acts as a catalyst
to activities in folklore and fiction.
Ki. Rajanarayanan whose fascinaticn
was migration, himself migrated fram
‘Karisal' to Pondicherry, a Unien
territory and continues his work
inspiring a host of young writers,
folklorists and playwrights in
Pondicherry and Tamilnadu.
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