8 February 1997

&
]

Sahitya Akademi Indian Institute of Sindhology

invile you to

meet the author

Krishin Khatwani




It his studdy

I rishin Khatwani defies
Categorisation or Classifica-
tion. He is not a writer to
be labelled, put a tag on, and
kept on a shelf under a given
category. Marxist Critics have
claimed him as a ‘Progressive’
writer while some others have
branded him as a writer be-
longing to the’'Romantic’ tra-
dition. Evidently, both labels
cancel each other; and infact,
the vast body of his writings
would admit neither of these
labels.

True, inhis teams he was close
to Shri Sobho Gianchandani,
the great Marxist thinker of
Sind. But then he is also a
product of Tagore's
Santiniketan. (He is a recipi-
ent of Vishwa Bharati Di-
ploma). Inevitably, two par-
allel influences - of Marxist
thought and of Tagorean Neo-
classical aesthetics - can be
discovered in Krishin's writ-
ings. But over the years these
original influences have faded
and only their faint traces, if
any, remain in his writing
today. He1savoracious reader
as well as prolific writer. And
his reading of literature is uni-

versal, catholic, open minded,
and intense. With his modern
mind-set and sensibilities and
tender sensitiveness it would
have been a surprise if he had
not become himself - Krishin
Khatwani.

Born in 1927 in Sind he, at
the age of 20, wilnessed a
holocaust which was nothing
less than the death of History.
He lost the land of his birth,
was uprooted from his soil,
cut off from his cultural moor-
ings. It was a void, a noth-
ingness where one did not live,
but only just breathed to sur-
vive physically, and sank deep
into nostalgia, aremembrance
of the paradise lost.

Krishin is realistic enough to
realise that the nostalgia, the
memory of the past, has to
come totermswith the present
however harsh, cruel and ir-
redeemable. This conflict of
the past and the present, this
pain of the hopelessness of
regaining the lost paradise per-
vades most of his writings. His
short story ‘Purana Kitab' (Old
Books) depicts the painful tran
sition from the past to the
present. His famous novel 'Yad
Hik Pyar Ji’ (Sahitya Akademi
Award 1980) encounters this
dilemma, and Krishin with his
sensative handling of T tells
us it is not necessary to reject
the past as it is not possible
to live in it, with it ; one must
accept the reality of the
present.

There is something sad, al-
most tragic, about Krishin’s
short stories and novels. The
characlers portrayed are
lonely, with intense feeling of



incompleteness, suffering -
representatives of the present
times. Krishin explores the
complex muysteries of Man-
Woman relationship giving us
a new insight : that this re-
lationship has to remain ever
incomplete, unfulfilled.
Whether one agrees with his
world-view or not, no one
would find him lacking in his
artistic and sensitive handling
of his subjects for Krishin is
essentially, an aesthete.

He is a great lover of painting
(he was a student of Painting
in Sarnagati School of Arts),
of poetry, of music, of nature.
No other Sindhi writer has
described the beauty of nature
more sensitively than Krishin.
He has often tried to fuse man
with nature. His language is
assimple, straight forward and
honest as nature. He does not
make Profound’ statements,
nor does he intellectualise his
subjects. He writes with feel-
ing, with his heart, with sen-
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sitivity. This is the essence of
his creative arl.

Five novels, eight collections
of short stories, a collection
of Biographical Sketches, a
full-length play, a collection
of poems, {which are like
monclogues onloneliness, and
existential august) and a trav-
clogue are indeed a remark
able achievernent. But Krishin
often laments privately that
he achieve nothing. This is
the lament of a writer who
isstill enagaged inanunending
adyssey to unravel the enigma
of existence.
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A Chronology

Born in Tharushah, a village in central Sind, now
in Pakistan.

Published of First Book (Bisgraphical Sketches).

Joined "Sarnagati School of Art’ as part-time
student of painting.

Published of second book [Shart stories)

Toured Sind in the company of Shri Sobho
Gianchandani, a wellknown personality in letters
and politics of Sind, still active in Pakistan.

Left for Santiniketan for further studies in
Visvabharati University alter passing
matriculation examination at Karachi.

Last vacation visit to Karachi.

Received Vishwa Bharti Diploma on
writing thesis on Soviet Novel,
Mother died.

Married Sushila.

Publication of first novel "Amar Pyar’.

Best drama award from Akhil
Bharat Sindhi Boli & Sahit Sabha.

Sahityva Akademi Award on novel
Yad Hik Pyar Ji’

Swami Award from M.P. Government.
Central Government Ministry of Education
Award on short story collection ‘Akeli’

Visited England, Canada, U.S.A.

Visited Karachi, Pakistan for an
[nternational Literary conference and
toured Sind.

Bhartiva Bhasha Parishad, Calcutta, Award for
total contribution to Sindhi Literature.

Visited 1.5 A. and Ca‘;mda_

Convener, Sindhi Advisorv Board, Sahitya
Akademi, (Continued).



