9th February 1995

AL
—m‘ M}:ﬁ%
L R _B:/é\ N =T
' ' !

- — ] Bt

Sahitya Akademi Gujarati Sahitya Parishad

invite you to

meet the author

Manubhai Pancholi ‘Darshak’




with his wife vijayaben

Manubhai Pancholi ‘Darshak’
was  born on 15-10-1914  at
Panchashia in the state of
Vankaner. His father, Rajaram
Pancholi was a village teacher
Manubhai was a student in the 9th
Std, in 1930 when Gandhiji started
the Salt Satyagrah and Manubhai
could not  resist  joining  the
moverment. He was sent to prison
at that early age. He married
Vijyaben Patel of Bardoliin 19349, 1t
was Gandhiji who performed the
ritual of ‘Kanyadan’ in  this
intercaste marriage. Manubhai has
a son, Ramchandra (M.A) and a
daughter Sumedha (Ph.).

Manubhai is a social worker with a
constructive  programme,  an
educationist and a man of letters.
Manubhaiis loved by the people of
Guijarat and is known to the people
of West India, especially as a man
of letters. He has chosen  the
pseudonym ‘Darshak’, because he
does not  consider himsell  a
‘creator’ but onlv a 'seer’, since God
alone 15 the ‘Creator’ for him.

His literary career started with the
plays 1857 and Jalimmwalla, both
proscribed by the British
Government. [t was Bandhan Ane
Mukti that brought him to the
forefront. [t has for its slogan
Hugo's statement "Amnesty is the
most beautiful word in human
language’. It s a tender love-story
WOVET around the |B57
Revolution. He came to greater
prominence with the |:|u|_1lit:atinn of
his novel DeepNiroan, Ganarajyas -
old Indian Republics like Malav,
Eath  and Brahmanak  were
sandwiched between Greek Lyrant

Mainendra on the one hand and
the imperialist Magadh on the
other before the beginning of the
Christian Era. This novel depicling
their fight for freedom is an
important landmark in Gujarati
historical novel. Zer Te Pidhan Chihe
fani Jani _brought him immense
fame. [tissetagainstand played on
the stage of the world between the
two great wars. Rohini  and
Satvakam enchanted the lovers of
Gujarati Literature for about one
and a half decades.

While shouldering the
responsibility of LokBharti andl
some  other public endeavours,
‘Darshak’ alse continued to write
essays, plays, novels, biographies
etc.  TriveniTirth presents  such
biographies, in which Manubhai
explains  clearly  the historical
contribution and imporlance of
Socrates, Ramkrishna  Taram-
hansa and Gandhiji. From his vast
reading, he has chosen a few
touching novels and having given
their  appreciative  evaluation,
beaten a new track in the field of
criticism.  Ammong  these critical
studies are included the interesting
analyses of War and Peace, Sybil,
Crime  and  Punishment,  Gora,
Ghare-Bahive and  Awsnyak, Two
series af lectures  Mahablaratne
Marm  and  Ramayanane M
delivered b}' him, reveal his
profound grasp of these bwoepics.
In connecticn with this, one is
reminded also of the play Parifra.
Shri Krishna in the centre, the
pivot, round which the whole
drama revolves. Shri Krishna, the
representative of the guml and the
true, confronts  Shakuni, the
representative of deceitand force,
Very recently ‘Darshak’ has
published three more plays Sede,
Antim Adhyaya and Helen, These
plays  have brought a new
dimension to Gujarati Theatre, as
all of them deal with the dark
atmosphere of the Second World
War (especially its final years), the
growth of Nazism and the Jewish
problems. Antim Adhyaya depicts
the inner conflict going on in the
mind of Albert Spear, Hitler's close
companion @ whether to remain



loyal to Hitler or to think of
Germany's welfare. The vasiness
and power  of Darshak’s
intellectual activities are evidentin
these two plays. Paritrana nd Antimi
Adhyaya, present themes totally
distinct from gach other, one being
from the Mahabharaf and the other
from I the Third Beich.

‘Darshak’ is one of the chief
protagonists of Gandhian thinking
and ideclogy. Moreover he is a
thorough  student of Socialism,
hence hisinsightful essays Shantina
Paya, Sarvodaya Ane Shikshan, and
Lokshahi. But the pinnacle of all his
creative writing is  his  novel
Socrates. It was honoured by the
Sahitya Akademi Award. This
novel, depicting the bygone ages of
some distant alien land, is a jewel
of Gujarat Literature. Speaking
about Sperates, Umashankar Joshi
savs, ‘Only a person like Darshak,
who has claimed the domicile of
Oild Greece can creake such awork.”
‘Darshak’ believes that only thirty
percent of his life is related to
literature. He is a social worker for
the remaining seventy percent. Itis
impossible to imagine ‘Darshak’ as
an author without considering his
contribution as a social worker.
He considers creative writing as a
manifestation of fulfillment. Of
course, he can do without this
manifestation also. The literary
part of his life is based on the time
spent on social service,

One can talk to ‘Darshak’ about
weather and villages, Delhiand the
whole country, He says : "l believe
that education would never
improve as long as politics is

corrupt.” Manubhai believes that
the study of history should give
you the ﬁtrength to create a new
history. He dares to tell his friends
in the government that they have
no hold over administration,
Administration 15 under  the
comtrol of corruption,
Immediately after the imposition
of emergency in the country, he
expressed his strong protest by
wriling a letter to the governor of
Gujarat, on July 24. He returned the
copper-plate earlier presented to
him as a symbol of honour to the
freedom fighters.

He mever accepted the pension
given to the freedom fighters.

During the controversy between
Maharashtra and Gujarat
regarding Mumbai, he said that
Mumbai belongs to Maharashtra, It
is true that Gujarati businessmen
invested their wisdom, skill and
money to create assets, bul the
contribution made by the Ghatis
and clerks from Konkan cannot be
neglected, He asked Dhebarbhai:
“And who are closer to us? These
rich husinessmen or the ordinary
people of Maharashtra?”
Throughout his life Tarshak’ has
worked for rural  developrment
through education. He has spent
many years to reduce autocracy
and the tyranny of zamindars in

the villages of  Saurashira,
Sharatchandra  is  Manubhai’s
favourite autheor. But

Ravindranath, who tasted freedom
in spite of many bonds, is his
Gurudev.

Manubhai's experience of love is
strong, but his cond uct towards his

with Dy Lhnashankar Joshi



with Chandu Matani and Raghuoeer Chaudhari

beloved 1s that of a ‘sannyasi’. The
question  whether  this  feeling
called love is controlled by some
higher value or not, is of great
importance to him. Intense and
profound love can be pure, [t does
rmtt‘ndi||E]u—rr{!la’rimmhjpbecween
husband and wife. The love which
leads to affection and compassion
alene is comprehensive according
b him.

Manubhai possesses the power to
endiire man's inevitable
loneliness. Abraham Lincoln once
wrole to Drinkwater: "Lonely is the
man who understands™ In this
context one may remember an
incident related to the village
Manar. At that time Manar was
caught in a dangerous whirlwind.
As soon as Manubhai got this
news, he started in a motor-car to
reach Manar. But he had to
abandon the car at the distance of
twoniles from Manar. Barefooted,
walking in mud and rain, he
reached  Manar. The workers
residing there asked him: "Why did
yoru take this trouble 2°

Manubhai replied: "How can [ rest
there when you all are in danger
here

Though not a poet, Manubhai is a

great fan of poetry. He loves
Umashankar's poetry and taught
it with great enthusiasm.

The greenness which we find in
Manubhai's writing has also been
created by him in his life. He chose
to get work experience alongwith
education. MNanabhai chose the
occupation of agriculture to make
Manubhai self-reliant. Manubhai
became an expert farmer after his
training. The land which he
selected  for his institutes  was
uneven  and  infertile. He
developed it and made it fertile.
Remembering  things  past,
Manubhai says : ‘We had never
done farming before. Our hands
were useless when it came to this
work. But to some extenl we were
impressed by Gandhiji's ideas of
nation-wide creative training and
basic education. Besides, active
and aware MNanabhai was our
guide.” "Darshak’ always prepares
himself thoroughly before writing
OT giving a lecture. He likes to read
for pleasure during travel. He
always maintains a balance
between action and contemplation.
As a writer he belongs to the
ﬁpeciﬁca]lyIndiantraditmﬂ of faith
and high morals,

A Selected Bibliography

NOVELS (Total Volumes)
KABRASTAN Ranpur : Phoolchab
Karyalaya, 1936, 192 p.
FALYANYATREA Bombay : Vora &
Co, 1939, 220 .

BANDHAN ANE MUKTI
Ahmedabad : Bharti Sahitya Sangh,
1939 317 p,

PREM ANE PUIA Bhavnagar
Sanskar Sahitya Mandir, 1950, 325p,



DEEPNIRV AN Songadh
Sarvoday Sahakari Prakashan,
1975, 565 p,

BANMNDICHAR Bhavnagar : Bharti
Prakashan Mandir, 1946, 235 p.
ZER TO PIDHAN CHHE
JANITANI - 1 Rajkot : Sarvodaya
Sahakari Prakashan, 1952 240 p.
ZER TO PIDHAN CHHE
JANITANI - 2 Rajkot : Sarvedaya
Sahakari Prakashan, 1958 202 p.
ZER TO PIDHAN CHHE
JANIJANI - 3 Rajkot : Sarvadaya
Sahakari Prakashan, 1985 4492 p.
SOCRATES Ambala : Sarvoday
Sahakari Prakashan, 1975 483 p.
KURUKSHETEA Bombay : M. M.
Tripathi & Co., 1941 200 p.

DREAMA

JALIYANWALA Ranpur -
Saurashtra Sahityva Mandir, 1935,
14, 110 p.

1857 Ranpur : Saurashtra
Karyalaya, 1935, 10, 166 p.
PARITRAN Sanosara : Sarvoday
Sahakari Prakashan, 1967, 78 p.
ANTIM ADHYAYA Bombay ; R R
Sheth & CO_ 1983, 4, 103 p.
CRITICISM
YACISHWARIMNAN
KARNPHOOLO Ahmedabad ;
Balgovind Prakashan, 1963, 10,
248 p.

MARIVACHANKATHA
Ahmedabad : Balgovind
Prakashan, 1969 103 p.

BHEDNI BHINTYUNNE AAJ
MARE BEHANGANVI Bhavnagar
Lokmilap Trust, 1972, 53 p.
MANDARMALA Bombay - K. R.
Sheth & Co., 1985, 318 p.
BIOGRAPHY
SOCRATES{PARICHAYA
PUSTIKA) Bombay : Parichaya
Trust, 1972, 32 p
TRIVEMITIETH Sanosara
Sarvodaya Sahakari Prakashan,
1955, 182 p

BHACGVAN BUDDHA ANE
TEMNODHARMSANDESH
Bhavnagar : Sanskar Sahitya
Mandir, 1956 60 p

MANABHAL-REKHACHITRA

Ambala : Sarvodaya Sahakari
Prakashan, 191 100 p.
AAPARICEAHA (CANDHI
JIVAN PRASANG) 1969
TOLSTOY Bombay : Parichaya
Trust, 1979, 32 p,
CHETOVISTARNI YATEA
Bombay : K. K. Sheth & Co, 1987,
310 p.

SADBHIHI SANG Bombay : K. R.
Sheth & Co., 1989, 414 p.
PATRATIETH Bombay - K. K,
Sheth & Co., 1990, 24, 248 p.
RAIYAMITIMAN VYAVHAR
Ahmedabad -Sardar Patel
Memarial Society, 1985, 36 p.
ESSAYS

FOLITICAL SCIENCE

BE VICHARDHARA Bhavnagar :
Sanskar Sahitya Mandir, 1945, 221
B

LOKSHAHI 1973 138 p.
RAJYARANG 1-7 Bombay - - 1, R,
Sheth & Co., 1987,

RELIGION
DHARMACHAKRAPRAVARTAN
Bhavnagar : Sanskar Sahitva
Mandir, 1956, 649 p
MANCALEATHAO Bhavnagar;
Sanskar Sahitya Mandir, 1954

MAHABHARTNG MAEM
Sanosara : Sarvodaya Sahakan
Sangh, 1978, 126 p., 1995 104 p.
RAMAYANMNO MARM Bombay
R. K. Sheth & Co., 1983, 40 p
MADHYEMAHABHARATM
Bombay : Jamanabai Narasi Trust.
1997, 101 p,

VANDAMNA Bombay - R K. Sheth
& Co, 1990, 111 P-

HISTORY

AAPNO VARSO ANE VAIBHAV
Rajkot : Sarvodaya Sahakari
Prakashan, 1953, 18, 222 p.
ITIHAASKATHAD - ROME
Songadh : Nanabhai Bhatt, 1946,
Sanosara : Sarvodaya Sahakari
Sangh, 1994 104 p,
ITIHAASKATHAO - GREECE -1,2
{1946} Songadh : Nanabhai Bhatt,
1946, Sanosara : Sarvodaya
Sahakari Sangh, 1946 119 p.



ITIHAAS ANE KELAVANI
Sancsara : Lokbharti, 1973, 260 p.
EDUCATION AND CANDHIAN
THOUGHTS

[PEMMAREMN] LOKSHALA ANE
TENOPHALITARTHA 1954
NAITALIM ANE NAVVIDHAN
Ahmedabad @ Balgoving
Prakashan, 1957 313 p.

PAYANI KELAVANI] Bombay
Parichaya Pustika Pravruati, (38),
195932 p

SARVODAYA ANE SHIKSHAN
1,2 Ahmedabad : Balgovind
Prakashan, 1963, 174 p.
SHANTINA PAYA Almedabad :
Balgovind Prakashan, 1963, 123 p.

AMRUTVALLI Sancsara :
Sarvodava Sahakari Prakashan,
1473, 144 p.

EDITED WORKS
KASUMEBING RANG-3
MECHAMNINI LOKKATHAO
Bhavnagar : Lokmilap Trust, 1972,
7237 p.

KAVYANAND-1,3 Ahmedabad :
Balgowind Prakashan, 1972 260 p.
CAMNDHI KEAVYASANCRAH 1973
OTHERS

TEAN ADHARSHILAC 1955
DESHVIDESHE (Travelogue)
Bambay : M. M. Tripathi & Co.,
1993 416 p.

A Chronology

19414 October 15, Born at PManchashia

1975 Received Sahitva  Akademi

1930

1934
1939
1942
1948
1953
14941
1964
[967

-1

1570

in the State of Vankaner

Lot involved into Satvagrah
and served sentence perivd in
Sabarmat, MNasik, Visapur
Jails.

Joined Manabhai to start 2 vil-
lape school at Ambala
Married to Vijyaben Patel, Bar-
doli.

In Quit India movement, im-
prisoned tor eleven months,
Became Minister of Education
in ministry of Bhavnagar State.
Visited Denmark as a member
ot delegation of Govt of India
Became Director of Lokbharati
and Editor of "Kodiyun’.
‘Ranjitram
Suvarnachandraka’.

Became MLA of Cujarat State
Assembly.

Keceived

Became Minister of Education
in the Covt. of Gujarat, Visited
Israel.

1576
1978

1979

award for his Movel "Socrates”.
Returned the Copper-plate to
State Covernment protesting
imposition of emergency.
Visited Europe,

Established Lokvidyalaya al
Matrudhara (Falitana).

Awarded Z.D.
Memorial Puraskar.

Parikh

1981- Becanmwe President of Gujarat

B3 Sahitva  Tarishad.  Visited
England and USA.

1983 Bucame President of
“aurashtra Fachanatmals
Samiti”.

1987 Received Moortidevi Muraskar

1988 Visited UV5A, tw deliver lec-
tures under  Sardar  Val-
labhbhai and K.M. MMunshi
Lecture Series.

1992 Became President of Gujarab

Sahitya Academy




