22 April 1988

e
X

Sahitya Akademi India International Centre

invite you to

meet the author

Nayantara Sahgal




edinning with an auo

biography, Prison and
Chocolate Cake, Nayvaniara
Sahgal has in the last four
decades published lourteen
books, besides numorous
articles and short stories.

She feels that “in our con-
ditions, life cannot be sepa-
rated from politics” and her
novels portray and interpret
contemporary political rca-
lities and widespread disillu-
sionment of the postlnde-
pendence generation. Her
‘recurring thoeme has alwavs
been freedom whether bu-
man. national, personal or,
increasingly, ferninist,”

The Akademi Award-win-
ning novel, Rich Like Us, has
Emergency forits backdrop,
and projects the failures,
frustrations and exploitation
of woman—a faithiful wife, a
middle-aged unmarried civil
servant or a cockney English
woman., There is a remark-
aple blend of the two worlds,
public and the private,

Her first novel, A Time 1o
bhe Happy, projects Indias
struggle [or Independence
and the changing socio-

political lite of the country
presciied through the upper
miclcile Class. The Times has
acclaimed i1s "endearing
cualitics: high litcrary acoome-
plishment. polished  enter
fainment..,  almost  Ausie-
nian humour.”

This Tirme of Morriing gives
a daring expose of the hap-
penings in the world of politi-
cians and administrators of
the South Block as the power
changed hands in 1947, K.R,
Srinivasa Iyvengar rales il as
one ol the best politdcal
novels writien by an Indian
in English.” Swdday  Times
hailed it as “an impoeccable
noved, most remarkable for
its sheer eflonlessness.”

Violence of the sixlics be-
comes the contral concermn in
Stewrnn in Chandigarh, The
novel analvses the political
crisis in the newly divided
FPunjab and Harvana, and
portravs the personal ten-
sions resulting in the failure
of marital ties,

Taking off from the point
where Storm in Chanedigarh
ends, The Day in Shadotw

Wi sister Rita and mcother
Wilava Lakshmmi Paradin



wWith daughter Monika and son Rangin, 1955

depicts not only the pulls
and pressures of public life
bwit also the pleasures and
pains ol thc private lives
of men and women of con-
SECJLIETICS,

A Situation in Newo Delhi tic
tionalises the uncertain state
of education and politics in
independent India, and was
banned during  the Emer-
#Hency. It was [irst published
abroad and then reprinted in
India,

With her recent novel Plans
for Departure, Nayvantara mao-
ves away from her familiar
contemporary political — ter-
rain. The major parn of action
takes place at a hill-station
in North India between 1913
and 1914, The novel is about
a voung womans rendez-
vous with India ar a time
when the status of both
women and India was on the
brink of change., Loncdon
Muagazine hailed it as “a sub»-
tle, sharply imagined novel,
skilfully plotted and elegantly
writlen.” “Sahgal handles her
ingredients—ove,  compro-
mise, anguish, serenity, the

writing  on  the  wall—with
lucent sincerity and a feeling
for both Kinds of history, out-
ward and inward,” observed
the reviewer of 1his novel in
The Guardian.

Besides the eight novels,
Navantara  has  published
half-a-dozen short stories in
magazines.

Daughter of Vijaya Lak
shimi and Ranjit Pandic and
grand daughter of Motilal
MNehru, Navantara comes of
an ilustrious  family  which
plaved a significant role in
India's freedom movement,
She has camned o name (or
herself as a keen and fear-
less political commentator,
Her book ndira Ganedhi - Her
Road to Power is remark:
able for its political insight,
The work originated rom a
paper—-Indira Gandhi's
Lmergence and Style"—she
had presented at a conier-
ence held at the University of
London, It was later reprinted
with new material during her
Radcliffe  Institute  Scholar-
ship in 1976, Earlier she had
wrilten a text book on the



freedom movement in india
for the National Coundcil {or
Educational Research and
Trainirs.

She is a distinguished jour-
nalist. In fact her earliest writ
ings were: for newspapers.
FFrom 18965, she wrole regu-
larly for Surndoy Starcord.
She has contributed  over
three hundred articles 1o a
nurmber Of national and inter-
national newspapers  and
magazines such as Times of
India, Indian Express, India
Tocloy: Indo-Asia, (West Ger-
many), Times Herald, The
New Republic, The Atlartic
Momithly, The Christian Sci
ernce  Mortitor, The  Dallos
Tirmes Herald, (USA), The
Times, London  Magazine,

vogue, and  Cosmopolitan
iBritain). Her aricles  are
characterised by topicalily,
simplicity and boldness.

MNayantara's autobiograpiy,
Prison and Chocolate Cake,
covers her childhood and
adolescence  synchronising
with the advent of Indepen-
dence. Times Literary Sup-
plement finds it “an unforget-
table picture of the hopes,
the unfaltering  determina-
tion, the spiritual convictions
which carried the indepen-
dence movement to its trium-
phant conclusion.” From Fear
Set Free chronicles her life in
India and abroad and gives
some memorable anecdoies
of her eminent mother,

Receiving the Sahiva Akademi Award from Vinayak Krishna Gokak:
also in picture Is Birendra Kumar Bhattacharyya, 1987
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A Chronology

Birth

Firstvisit o UsA
Graduation from
Wellesley, USA

Visit to Moscow
Beginning of
Iournalistic career
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first published book

A Time 1o be Happy,
first published novel,
Book Sociery England
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Member, English
Addvisory Board,
Sahitva Akademi
writer-in-residence,
Southern Merhodist
University, Dallas, USA
Research Scholar,
Radcliffe Institute,
Cambridge, Mass., USA
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19759
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1951
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1985
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Member, Indian
Delegation o the LN
General Assemibly
Interport leciurer,
Semester-an-Sea,
Uiniversilty of Colorado
Member, Indo-British
Seminar, London
Fellow, Woodrow Wilson
International Center for
Scholars, washington
Fellow, Mational
Hurmanitics Center,
North Carolina, USA
Sinclair Prize for

Rich Like Us

Sahitva Akademi Avward
for Rich Like Us
Commormwealth Writers®
IPrizeEurasia) for

Plans for Depriure
Vice-President, People's
Linion for Civil Libenics




