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rofessor Pathani Patnaik, a

prolific writer and renowned

critic of Cdia literature was
bom on 19 Septermber 1928 in
Gollbai village of Khurda, a place
of great historical importance.
Khurda was then within the district
of Pur, the sanctum-sanctorum
of Lord Jagannath, the Presiding
Deity of Odisha. He was the only
son of Somanath Pattanayak and
Chitramali Devi. He was named
Pathani', becausse the parents
believed that such a name might
protect him against the wrath of
Yama, the god of death. He
started his schoaoling at the Lower
Frirnary School in his villoge and
successfully completed his
Matriculation  from Puri District
School in the year 19245, He
graduated from Pur College, Puri
and did his Post-graduation in
Cdia from Ravenshaw College,
the premier academic institufion
of Odisha,

While studying in Pur, Pathani
became an ardent member of
Furi Student Congress and took
keen interest in the affairs of the
freedom struggle champicned

by great leaders like Mahatma
Gandhi, Subhas Chandra Bose,
Gopabandhu Das and  Pandit
Godabarish Mishra. While
pursuing his academic career in
Pur, he became a member of
Taruna  Sahitya  Mandir  [Young
Litterateurs' Temple] and also
became the First Editor of its
hand-written  literary  magazine
fitted Prafiva. While pursuing his
Masters Degree In Odia literature
in Ravenshaw College, he fook
up a part-firne job as an Assistant
Editor of the most prestigious
Odia monthly Jhankar founded
by Dr Harekrushna Mahatab, o
picneerng literary as wel as
political figure of Odisha.

Pathani Patnaik, a distin-guished
scholar and teacher, started his
carear in teaching as a Lecturer
in Cdia in Christ College, Cuttack,
in the year 1951, but this initial
phase of his feaching career
lasted only for four months. In
1953 he joined Bhadrak College.,
Bhadrak as Lecturer in Odia. But
finally he came back fo Christ
College, Cuttack to resume his
career as a lecturer in Odiaon 5
July 1954, He served the Christ
College as alecturer and later on
as its Principal. He retfired as the
Principal of Chiist College in 1988.

Apart from teaching, writing
and delivering enlightening
speeches, Pathani Patnaik also
rendered invaluoble senvice to
the growth and developrent of
Odia language and literature by
working as the editor of Jhankar,
the most prestigious Odia
monthly, Ancother prestigious
rmonthly magazineg which he



edited for a considerable pericd
of time was Schokor, After his
superannuation, the fireless
Pamnaik was deeply involved in
literary activities and became the
President of Utkal Sahitya Samaj, a
century-old, pretigicus Odia
literary organization. He held the
post frormn 1998 to 2001, During his
tenure as President of Utkal Sahitya
Samaj, Shatabdi Bhavan, an off-
shoot of 51 Ram Chandra Bhavan
came into being and the
centenary celebration of Utkal
Sahitya Samaj was celebrated
with great pomp and show. To
mark that historic occasion
Shotabdl Swakshyara [Edited by
Pathani Pattanayak and
Bijowananda Singh), a treatise on
centurny-old Cdia literary tradition,
was published, Adding a feather
to his colourful cap Pathani
Patnaik adomed the prestigious
chair of the President of Odisha
Schitya  Akademi from  17July
200010 23 July 2003,

Pathani Patnaik is considered to
be an authority on Odia essay and
Odia literary criticism. He has
been prolifically writing Odia
essays and Odia literary critiques
on a number of fopics, books and
authors for rmore than forty years.
His confribution fo the field of
editing and compiling QOdia
collections has been outstanding.
His Infrocuction to Odia Novels
(Odia Upanyasa Sahitya
Parichaya), a compilation of
critigues on Odia novels and
novelists published in the ninetaen
sixties has brought him state-wide
recognition. He has authored
some books based on his study of
the ancient palm-leaves. His
editorals  on Credafion and
Crifigue (Srusti O Samikshya),
published in the annual journal of
the Odia Sahitya Samaj of Christ
College, have been highly
appreciated by Odia literary
critics. For the National Book Trust
India, he has compiled A
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winsome book titled Odia Short
Stories (Cdia Galpamalal).

S Potnaik has  more than 25
books of essays to his credit and
the fotal number of books
authored by hirn exceeds fifhy. As
an essayist and critic 5n Patnaik is
irmparticl and just, Whether the
topic is contemporary or about
the past, while writing an essay,
he never becomes over
emotfional. Exaggerated praise
or too much of denunciation is
completely absent from his
crtical  works, S Patnaik  has
written essays not only on Odia
literature buf also on the society,
culture and educafion of Odisha
and has received acclaim from
one and all. 56 Patnalk has also
confributed to Odia Short Story
and poetry. Though not many in
rnumiber, his creative works prove
his talent and exhibit his wvision
and voice of and on the society,
nature and the universe.,

Apart from being a great essayist,
S Patnaik is also an eloguent
orator. He has addressed

Being felicioted by Janaki Bollav Pottanaik, formery Chief Minister of Odisha

hundreds of literary as well as
cultural meetings and has
delivered profound cs well os
illuminating speeches on a
variety of topics.

Af present S Pathani Patnaik
resides in his own house situated
near Kanika Chowk of Cufttack

cify.
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A Chronology

1928 Bom in Goloai Village,
Knhurda, Cdisha.

Joined Pur College as a
student in Arts stfream
Invited to the Editorial
Board -of 'Jhankar and
Prajatantra group of
publications.

Joined as aF G. Student in
Odia department in
Ravenshaw College,
Cuttack.

Joined as a Research
Assistant under the Scholar
Artabalay Mohanby in Utkal

1945

1930

1950

1950

University.

1951 Joined as a Llecturer in
QOdia, Christ College,
Cuttack

1953 Got maried to Praveot
Kumoari

1954-1988 - Rejoined fresh in
Christ College, Cuttack
and got his refirement as
the Principal of the same
college.
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