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he image of a railway

platform at  midnight,
where coolies ran about
with lanlerns, was  what
cinerdged [rom the first two
complele sentences which
Qurratulain . Hvder put
together when she was just
six. Recalling her child-
hood, she savs, “If both
Your parents and one great
AUnt are eminent writers of
their time, vou grow up in
an interesting kingd  of
household. 1 vou also have
S| near  photodgraphic
momory, and almaost oal
recall and a lot of imagina
lion, you can't help but
write and go on writing for
the rest of vour life.”

Qurratulain  Hvder, affec-
tionately known as “Annie
o her  constellation of
friends, was o in Aligarh
in the late 1920s. It was A
tirne of incipicnt social and
palitical metamaorphaosis
and it would seem that she
absorbed in some miracu-
lous way the enormous
varietics and colours that
coexisted in India during
that period, Her reading
drew  from all quarters—
fromm the  resident  sitar
teacher who read roman-
ces in old Urdua, o the
female cousins who read
Iane Austen and Charles
Dickens and the male cou-
sins who quoted Karl Mars,
As she savs, she lived ina
halt-way house of western
and Indian culture.

Her first book Sitaron se
Aqagde (Bevond  the Stars)
was published whon she
was barely out of her teens,
and was completing her
MoAL TN English Literature al
the: University of Lucknow,
Hor very first story puls
lishexd in a litcrary maga
zine had caught the imagi-
nation  of  the reading
pubdlic.  After  the  book
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appeared  there was no
looking back. 11 owas ol
lowed Dy o novel Mere Dhi
Sanamkfene My Temples
Too) which created a stir
hecause it was a marked
departure fronm other Urdu
writing: while it displayved
the  compassion which
moved the Progressive Wri-
ters, it steercd clear of their
sometimes intflexible stand,
In these two works, she
wWrote Naturaay m a form
not unlike the 'Stream of
Consciousness’ technigque
made  popular by the
Bloomsbury Group, though
she had not. at the stage,
any acquaintance  with
their writing, Her magnuem
opus, Aag ka Darva (The
River of Firel came out in
1959, Spanning 25 centur-
ies, this novel begins in the
third coentury BAC, bul i1s
sweep transcends all bar
riers Of tirne. The recreation
of the different periods of
India's past is so authentic
that i1 appears not only
credible but also contern-
porary, The sivle 15 impres-
sionistic as scenes piled
Lpon scencs create a bl
linntly vivid collage of real
ity. The Urdua  scholar
Mohammad Sadig  has
refoerred to this as an "oyve
witness acoount” of history.
The overall impression is of
drandeur,  change  and
LIty

Her biographical novel, Kar
iHehan Daraz Hai is a depic-
tion of her family history
over the last 1000 vears, It
bedins in eighth century
Damascus and comes
down (o the present. It is
writlen in {our SuCcessivie
styles: that of a medieval
story-teller (dasran gol e
told by o malfoozar hagios
graphy) compiler, a nine
eenth century Urdu noves
list, and finally by a modern,
westernized  Urdu writer,
Her other major  works
include  fPatihar Ki Awaz
iThe Sound of Falling
Leaves) which won the
Sahitva Akademi Award

for 1967, and Aakfiiri-shealy
ke Humsafar Clravellers at
the Endof Night setagainst
the hackdrop of the under

ground revolutionary
movernent of Boengal of the
1930's, The story extends to
the creation of Bangladesh.
Her two most recent novels
are GardishiRang Cha-
manChanging Hues of the
Garden) and  Charndnid
Begfurn, She has, besides,
written o large number of
short storics i Urda and
English, and undertaken
numerous  lranslations,
including  the  wverse  of
Ghalib. She has also pub-
lished articles inmostof the
leading newspapers and
magazines of India,

A rich variety of experience
marks Queratulain Hyder's
life 15 an artist and writer:
she has studied Hindustani
music in India and art in
London: editedd  frrgariit
magazine, and  worked
with The: lustared weeky
oif frichizn it Bombay; broad-
cast for the BRO reported
for the Daily Telegrapfn
writlen  scripts  for docu-
mentary and [eatare films;
taughl in universities and
trivvelled o almost every
part of the dlobe Free of the
harmesses of ideology, she



is sustained by a profound
compsassion  [or hurman
kind caught in the: throes of
destinies which they have
neither created nor can
control.  However, where
such sufiering  emanates
from human injustice, she
is unsparing in her expaose,
Her wit and humour pos
555 a refreshingly modern
quality that adds another
dimension o the larger
themes of exploitation and
sufiering which she wriles
about,

Qurratulain Hyvders contri
bution to Urdu fiction is sig
nificant in many wavs—for
its subslance, its innova-
tions, its fine allovs, As o
trend setter, she has exer
cised a profound influence
on the artof novelwriting in
Urefur,
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