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Aimless

Twander i the world fascimated.
In shightly  dirty clothes.
Somefimes the fragrance of flowers
Embrace me,

Sometimes calls me

Sweet coolng of a cuckoo;

I am mddened

Seeing the colowrfid world

I must go where my mind leads

clad with fove

I erdoy with every body

And yet remain [, al the end.

an endra Keshavlal Shah
prominent lyric poet in
Gujarati and one of the pio-
neers of the new trend in
Gujarali poelry in the post In-
dependence period expresses
himsell so ardently in his said
poem which is included in his
maiden collection ol pocms
'Dhvani'. He was born in 1913
al Kapadvanaj in district Kaira,
Having losi his [ather at the
tender age of two his molher
brought him up in the strict
religious tradition of the fam-
{ly. Up to Matric he studied in
* his home town, Later he joined
Wilson College, Bombay and
Graduated from the M.S. Uni-
versity, Baroda. He has had
varying experiences as
teacher, grocer, parlner in a
business firm and owner of a
printing press,

During his stay at Baroda,
Shah came into close contact
with Sri Upendracharya,
whomhbeacceptedashisGuru
and nourished the beiter vi-
sion of life reflecled in his po-
etry. But it was his stay at
Ahmedabad whichwas impor-
tant in moulding him asa
poel, Here he started to attend
the 'Buddhsabha’, a poetry
club run by Bachubhai Rawat,

the editor of Kumar. In poelry
Nanalal and Kalapi in his early
yvears and in laler yvears
Umashankar,Sundaram and
Sridharani greatly influenced
him.

Rajendra Shah's first collec-
tion of poems Dhoani (Cosmic
Sound)] created gquile a stir
when il was first published in
1951, though his first poem
was published in 1933 in
Wilsonian, the magazine of the
Wilson College, Bombay. There
are 11 collections of poems to
his credit - Dheani (1951),
Andolan(1951), Shruti(1957),
Morpinchh (1960}, Shant
Kolahal (1962). Chitrana
{1967), Kshan je Chirantan
{1968), Vishadne Sad (1968),
Madhyama (1978), Udgiti
(1979) and Ikshana (1979).

Patralekha (a volume of
episiles) is one of his lalest
works, His collection Vishadne
Sad shows his commitment Lo
sociely at large, bul il is the
commilment of an artisl, nolt
thal of a social reformer or a
political worker. But his main
pursuit is to seek heauty and
sing of it. Umashankar Joshi
rightly called him ‘the poel
enamoured by beauty’.

Shah excels in songs dealing
with such universal subjecls
as love, nature, God, death,
urbanily , modern civilization,




myths, politics and the simple
beauty of rural life. His inten-
sity of emotion, innovation in
form and arlistic expression
made him a signiflicant poet. A
sensitive observer of life he
has experimented with vari-
ous forms of Iyrics, such as
songs, sonnets, elegy, ode,
ghazals, haiku, etec. He has
also tried towrite averse-play.
His lyrics are unbeaten in the
beauly ol words, musicalily
and Iucidity of rhythm, The
mystical tone of his poetry is
an extension of the poetry of
greal medieval masters as
Narsimha, Kabir, Akho, etc.As
a creative artist he has sus-
tained his interest through
poetry in all the vicissitudes of
life.

Shahwas awarded the 'Kumar
Chandrak'inthe vear 1947 lor
the besl contributlion ol po-
ems Lo the Kumar, Till now he
has bagged alimosl all coveted
prizes and awards such as
Ranjitram Suvarna Chandrak
in 1956. Sahitva Akademi
Award in 1964, Mahakavi

Nanalal Prize in 1968, Narmad
Chandrak in 1977, Aurchindo
Suvarna Chandrak by Gujarali

With his wife Manfulahen

Sahitya Parishad in 1989,
Bharaliya Bhasha Parishad
Awardin 1985, Dhanaji Kanaji
Suvarna Chandrak in 1986,
Murdhanya Sahilyvakar
Samman by Gujarat Sahilya
Akademi in 1993, Narsimha
Mehta Award by Gujarat Gov-
ermment in 1994 and many
other prizes from wvarious
institutions,

Shah starled the poels’, meel
named 'Kavilok', when he
reached Bombay, to encour-
age new young poels and also
started the publication of
Kavilok the first ever bi-
monthly of Gujarati poetry in
1957, which is sLill coming
out regularly. He is the man-
aging trustee of 'Kavilok Trust'
and the President of Gujarati
Sahitya Parishad, the oldest
lilerary body in Gujarati.
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A Chronology

1913 -
1930 -

January 28: Born at Kapadvanaj,Gujarat
Discontinued studies:arrested in Civil Disobe-

dience Movemnent and sentenced to jail.

1931 -
1933 #

Married Manjula Agrawala.
Joined Wilson College, Bombay [or higher studies.



1934

1937
1938-44
1945
1947
1951

1954
1956
1957

1960

1963
1968

1970
1977

1974
1980

Joined Baroda College \Barcda, to continue
higher studies:

B.A_(Philosophy) M.S.University,Baroda.
Al Ahmedabad; a school teacher, a grocer.
Shifled to Bombay

Kumar Chandrak awarded.

Published First colletion of peoms DHVANI and
second ANDOLAN:DHVANIwas awared [irst
prize by the then state Govt.of Bombay.

Strated his own printing press 'Lipini’,

Awarded Ranajitram Suvarna Chandrak.
Published 'Kavilok’, the everfirst bi- monthly of
Gujaratl poetry.

'MORPINCHH - acolletion of childern poetry pub-
lished and awarded [irst prize by the then slate
Govl.of Bombay.

Sahitya Akadem! Award for his collection of
poetry 'SHANT KOLAHAL"

Mahakavi Nanalal Paritoshik for his colletion of
poetry 'KSHAN JE CHIRANTAN'

Voluntary retirement from the business,
Narmad Chandrak for his collection of poetry
MADITYAMA'

Managing Trustee -Kavilok Trust.

Auroblndo Suvarna Chandrak by Gujarat Sahitya
Farishad, Ahhmedabad

Published 'SANKALIT KAVITA' an omnibus
voloume of peoms Lill date.

Honoured by Bharativa

Bhasha Parishad,Calcutta.

Dhanji Kanji Suvarna Chandrak. Gujarat Sahilya
Sabha, Ahmedabad

'Murdhanya Sahityakar Sanman’ Gujarat Sahitya
Akademi, Ahmedabad.

'Narsimha Mehta Purskar by; Gujarat Government,
Elected President of 'Gujarati Sahitya Parishad'.
Ahmedabad.

ed by Ritubhai Parildh




