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“T'he first and most important requirement is that the
author must abandon his ego-sense. It is only then that he
can perceive what connects one man to another, the living
to the dead, .... the dreamer to the dream, echoes to

original sound.”

amakanta Rath, a ma-

jor poet of the post-
independent era of Indian
literature was born in a
village near Puri on 30
December 1934. After com-
pleting school, he studied
English Literature at the
Ravenshaw College,
Cutlack and passed his
M.A. examination in 1956.
In 1957 he joined the In-
dian Administrative Service
and has held several im-
portant positions under the
Government of India and
the Government of Orissa,
including the post of Sec-
retary to Government of In-
dia and Chief Secretary of
Government of Orissa. For
about a year he worked as
a Consultant for the Food
& Agriculture Organisation
of the United Nations in
Guyana.

— Ramalkanta Rath

Ramakanta Rath began
writing while in college. His
literary career covering a
period of three decades has
found six remarkable col-
lections of verse and a [ew
short stories. His early po-
ems received immediate
acclaim for breaking new
ground in theme and style.

His first collection of po-
ems Kete Dinara (Of Many
Bygone Days) which ap-
peared in 1962, is replete
with soll romantic emotions
and rhetorical statements
in a reflective-meditative
mood. This significant
poetic collection heralded
the beginning of the new
poetry movement in Oriya
literature, which began ac-
quiring a changed diction
and syntaclic structure.

Rath distanced himself
both from the dominant
romantic as well as pro-
gressive schools and began
an exploration into man's
experience with his destiny.
This experience occurs in a
condition of solitude. The
protagonist of his poems is
therefore almost always
related more to himself
than to society or to any
other person. Perhaps in
order that his non-confor-



mity with accepted modes
of thinking and feeling is
well-defined, the protago-
nist often adopts a mock-
heroic and self-deprecating
position and his tone is of-
ten ironical.

His next collection,
Aneka Kothari (Several
Rooms), published in 1967,
contains eighteen poems
including his three longer
poems “Bagha Shikar” (Ti-
ger Hunt), “Anant Shayan”
(The Eternal Slumber), and
“Biman Durghatanara
Mrutyu” (Death in a Plane
Crash). The poems in this
collection raise profound
metaphysical issues bul
one can “hear the voice of
the mendicant, which
sometimes chokes and is
not easily heard.”

In his subsequent collec-
tions Sandigha Mrigaya
(Deer Hunt in a Mood of

Indeciston) and Saptamna
Ritu (The Seventh Season)
published in 1971 and
1977 respectively, the
poet’s main poetic preoc-
cupations are still there,
only the rhetoric which
dominated his earlier po-
ems, particularly those in
his first volume, is largely
eliminated. The result is
thematic compactness with
an easy and free poetic
movement. Saptarna Ritutis
a classic in Oriya literature,
abounding in mature sen-
sibility, compactness of
structure, and the compe-
tent use of the language ol
symbolism — offering a new
world of rich and varied
experiences.

Sachitra Andhara (Illus-
trated Darkness), Rama-
kanta's fifth poetic collec-
tion was published in 1982.
One can notice a signifi-
cant change in the rhym-
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ing pattern of the diction
and high metaphysical
overtones in the content.
“The mystical element in
Ramakanta's poetry which
was latent, now finds ex-
pression in overt forms...
This change is perhaps the
beginning of the con-
ceptualisation of Sri Radha,
his great masterpiece, pub-
lished in 1985."

In style Ramakanta's
idiom is a peculiar [usion
of prose and lyricism. This
idiom, relying on the sltruc-
ture normal in prose, be-
came a vehicle of thought
and emotion which a purely
poetic diction could not ex-
press adequately. Over the
years, however, the idiom
has come to reflect inten-
sily of emotions, moving
away [rom abstractions and
argument.,

Sri Radha, his magnum
opus, was published in
1985. This unique long
poem explores the experi-
ence of love that fills the
soul with the courage to
defy death. The Radha-

Krishna legend is used as
a metaphor of love that
occupies the whole con-
sciousness. The protago-
nist, Radha, does not con-
form to her image in my-
thology and literalure— she
moves in a region where
the supreme reality is not
Krishna but her own in-
lense secking.

Ramakanta Rath has re-
ceived several awards lor
his writing, the loremost
being the Sahilya Akademi
Award in 1978 for his work
Saptarna Ritu, the Sarala
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Puruskar for Sachitra
Andhara and recently the
Saraswati Samman for Sri
Radha.

Ramakanta Rath retired
from service in 1992, He is

presently Vice-President of
the Sahitya Akademi and
also Honorary Chairman
of the Orissa Maritime
Academy.
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1934
1956

1957
1962

1978
1984

1985

1988

A Chronology

Birth

Took his Master's
degree in English
Literature

Joined the I.A.S.
First poetry collec-
tion Kete Dinara
published
Received Sahitya
Akademi Award for
Saptama Ritu
Awarded Sarala
Puraskar for
Sachitra Andhara
Sri Radha pub-
lished

Visited USSR as a
member of Indian
delegation of writ-
ers

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

Participated as an
Aslan poet in
World Poetry Festi-
val, Bhopal
Felicitated with the
National Integra-
tion Award
Honoured by the
Orissa Council of
Culture

Retired from ser-
vice

Honorary chairman
of Orissa Maritime
Academy

Elected as Vice-
President of
Sahitya Akademi
Received Saraswati
Samman for Sri
Radha

Recelving Saraswat!, Samman from Sri K.R. Narayanan, Vice-
Presicent of India, 1993,



