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The Unknown Pilgrim

I am a pifgrim
Totally unknowt
From where I come
And where | go

I am not sure

And ! will not Krrow,

The miles

& miles of centuries

And I do not Know

what is my purpose;

The day rises

Like a question mark

And the nigiht falls in my eyes.

Only one desire

one madness

That how can I fathom myself?
With my horoscope

f am searching my destiny.

Between the blades of grass
And the rays of the sun

The wind plays.

On this stage

Is my existence

A one man show?

— Suresh Dalal

A ny description of Suresh

Dalal must begin with his deep
love for poetry. In one of his
poems Dalal has said"Tomorrow
is a synonym of God” with some
poetic liberty, one might say that
Suresh Dalal is a synonym for
love of poetry, a love which is
reflected in everything which he
does.
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Dalal’'s canvas is broad; his
deep understanding and patient
study of poetry in other lang-
uages both Eastern and Western,
coupled with a broad visionand a
profound understanding of the
human condition, has enriched
his observations and writings.
This has made his poetry spon-
taneous and truthful.

Dalal wears many hats: Foet,
Editor, Essayist, Translator, Antho-
logist, Columnist, Critic, Pub-
lisher and organizer of Kavi
Sammelans, he is also a com-
mited scholar and teacher.

Suresh Dalal began to write
poetry when he was a student in
college. Among histeachers were
eminent scholars such as
Mansukhlal Jhaveri and Gauri-
prasad Jhala from whom he
learnt Gujarati and Sanskritlitera-
ture. The Anthology of love
poems Laherki which he edited
came out in 1953 when he was
20. It was published to mark
the wedding of his elder brother
Arvind, Subsequently between
1954 and 1957 he published
four more anthologies of poems.

He joined K.C. College as a part
time lecturer in 1956 and eight
years later, he became the Pro-
fessor and head of the Depart-
ment of Gujarati in K.J. Somaiya
College. Suresh Dalal's first col-
lection of his own poetry Ekant
(Solitude) appeared in 1966 and

in 1871 he brought out Tarikh-

pun (thar (Home of the Calen-
dar). Both these volumes

received Awards from the Gujarat
CGovernment and the poems in
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them deal with such subjects as
nature, love, loneliness, faith and
suffering. In 1973 appeared
Astitva (Existence) his third vol-
ume of poems which became a
trend-setter in CGujarati litera-
ture.It comprises of eight long
prose poems on urban life. In
these poems he projects the city
as a modern jungle which inevit-
ably corrupts the imagination
and culture. His latest work
Layna Fravasman (Journey with
Rhythm)} appeared in mid 1990,

Suresh Dalal also writes for
children and has published 16
volumes of children’s verse and
stories, In his children's books
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thern deal with such subjects as
nature, love, loneliness, faith and
suffering., In 1973 appeared
Astitva (Existence) his third val-
ume of poems which became a
trend-setter in Gujarati litera-
ture. It comprises of eight long
prose poems oo urban lite, In
these poems he prajects the city
as a modern jungle which inewit-
ahly corrupts the imagination
and culture, latest work
Layrra Fravasman (Journey with
Rhythm! appeared in mid 18990,

His

Suresh Dalal also writes for
children and has published 16
volumes of children's verse and
stories, In his children's books
he excels in re-shaping the world
too match the perceptions of the
child: he has no sermons to offer,
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‘Recipient of several awards, he
received an award for his contri-
bution as a best teacher from
Oovernment of Maharashtra in
1980-81 and the Ranjitram Gold
Medal for Creative Writing in
1983,

Widely travelled, he visited the
USAin 1978, 1981, 1883 and UK.
in 1981 and 1988 to interview
American and British poets.

At present he is the Director of
the Department of Fost Graduate
Studies and Research and Fro-
fessor and Head of the Gujarati
Department, S.M.D.T. Women's
University, Bombay, Over the last
5 years this Departmenl has
come out with almost 40 new
publications, which include poe-
try, research, theatre, criticism.

When once asked how so many
activities could leave him with
any time for creative writing, he
gives a pat reply: "I have stuffed
four lives of work into this one. [
am constantly working, reading,
moving, organizing and I don’t
think my creativity has suffered”.

Suresh Dalal's is a ‘blithe spirit’
which moves with unique free-
dom and ease in all corridors of

1985,

Widely travelled, he visited the
DSAINn 1978, 1981, 1985 and UK,
in 1981 and
American and British poels,

1988 to interview

At present he is the Director of
the Department of Fost Oraduate
Studies and Rescarch and Pro-
fessor and Head of the Gujarati
Department, 5.M8.0.T. Women's
University, Bombay, Over the last
S5 years this Department has
come out with almost 40 new
publications, which include poe-
try, research, theatre, criticism.

When once asked how so many
activities could leave him with
any time for creative writing, he
dgives a pat reply: T have stuffed
four lives of work into this one. |
arn constantly working, reading,
roving, organizing and [ don't
think my creativity has suffered”.

Suresh Dalal’sis a blithe spint”
which moves with unigue free
dom and ease in all corridors of
Cujarati literature. He leaves an
unrnistakable mark of his stylein
whatever he puts Lo pen and sets
norm to reckon with, His versatil-
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Translations (13 Books of
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A Chronology

1932 11 O~tober: Born Thane,
Maharashtra

1955 M.A. (Gujarati), University
of Bombay

14956 Professor (FPart Time), K.C.
Arts & Science college,
Bombay

19260 Married Sushila
Ranchhod das Gandhi
Professor (Part Time) H.R.
College of Commerce,
Bombay

1963 Educational column’s
Vidyavikas' in
Janmabhoomi, Gujarati
Daily, Bombay

1964 Frofessor & Head of the
Department of Gujarati,
K.J. Somaiya College,
Bombay

1967 Editor: fAmiia, Bi-monthly
of poetry and criticism,
Janmabhoomi Group,
Bombay

196% Ph.D. (Qujarati), University
of Bombay

1973 Frofessor & Head of the
Department of Gujarati,
5.M.D.T. Women's
Liniversity, Bombay
Text Boolk editor,
Maharashtra State Board of
Secondary and Higher
Secondary Education,
1974, 1975, 1976 and
Convener 1983, 1984

1878 Member, Fanel of Advisors
for Central Board of Filim
Censors, Bombay
1978 - 1981
Visited: ULS.A. Poetry
Readings. Library of
Congress recorded the
translations of poems for
archives

1981 Director, Department of
Fost Graduate Studies &
research, 5.M.D.T. Women's
University, Bombay
The Best Teacher's Award
— Government of
Maharashtra
Visited UK. & U.S.A. to
interview British &
American poets

1982 Appointed Mational
Lecturer for 1982-83 by
UGC, Mew Delhi
Member, Raja Rammohan

With Jdor Silkin. dritish Foet

Roy Library Foundatio:,
Calcutta

1883 Mominated by UGC ane:

USEFI under Indo-

American Fellowship

Frogramme as a Visiting

Scholar at:

1) University of Virginiz
Charlottesville

2) Columbia University,
Mew York

Research Fraject:

Comparative study of the

poetry of Walt Whitman iund

Allen Ginsburg

1986 Member, University Grants

Commission, New Delhi
Chairman, University Lewvel
Text Book Review
Committee, Mew Delhi
Recipient of Ranjitram
Gold Medal 1983 for
Creative Writing

1987 Vice-Chairman, Gujarat

Sahitya Akademi,
Ahmedabad

Convener, Indian Oriental
and African Language &
Literature. Mew Delhi
Acting Vice-Chancellor,
5.M.D.T. Women's
University, Bombay on
Various occasions

1988 Convener, Sahitya

Akademi’'s Advisory Board
for Gujarati, New Delhi

1989 Visited UK. to interview

British Foets

Visited Czechoslovakia,
UK. and U.5.A. for poetry
recitation and talks on
literature

1990 Visited U.5.A. for poelry

recitation and talks on
literature
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