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EN Anantha Murthy's

Kannada novel Sant
skara was made into a film
in 1970 by Pattabhi Rama
Reddy, it ran into rrouble with
the censors, but a surge of
public anger resulted in its
release and Samskara laun-
ched the New Wwave Cinema
in India.

Like the film, the novel too
had created a stir in the lite-
rary world when it first appea-
red in 1965, SamsKkara por-
trays the spiritual struggle of
a village priest, Prancsha-
charya. The climax of the
novel entails the impulsive
rejection by the Brahmin
pundit of his orthodox social
and religious taboos, as he
surrenders 1o Chandra, the
beautiful, passionate Shudra
woman. The pundit now re-
gards himself no longer
worthy of acting as the men-
tor of the community and
wanders away. In the end
Praneshacharya is seen re-
turning to the village, but with
apprehension.

Reviewing A.K. Ramanu-
jan's English translation of
Samskara, John Perry writes
in The Indian Literarny Review
Annual 1979: “Anantha Mur-
thy has responded to a deep
social need to confront ambi-
valent feelings about village
traditions—how much they
bind and constrain, are rid-
dled by superstition and rep-
ression, casteism and eco-
NOMIcC oppression; yet how
that nerwork of shared values
and feelings of community,
of meaningful relatedness,
provides a living human-
scale world for purposeful
action, a functioning social
CONsciousness,”

After Samskara  Anantha
Murthy has published only
two  novels, Bharatipura
(1973) and Avasthe (1978), a
blend of the personal and the
political.

Though Anantha Murthy
shot into limelight at thirty-
three with the publication of
Samskara, and later with its
filming at thirty-eight, his first
short-siory  collection  En-
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with Girish Kamend as Praneshachanya
during the shooting of Sarmskeard

dendu Mugiyada Kathe was
published at  twoeniy-three,
He published four more col-
lections and carved out a
place for himscll in Kannada
literature.

writing in the  Encyclo-
paedia of Indian Literature,
Ramachandra Sharma ob-
serves that Anantha Murthy
uses the medium of the short
story o explore the rele-
vance of some of the tradi-
tional values in the changed
context of wday. Generally,
he employs the method of
point and counterpoint and
creales characters 1o per-
sonify opposing value sys-
iems. Some of his storices sag
under the weight of his intcl:
iectual  pre-occupation  but
even his failures arce signi-
ficant because of he pur-
pose and infensity he invests
into the writing. He droaws
heavily from the rich back-
ground of his childhood and

adolescence 0 build  his
stories.”

His stories range [rom the
introspective through the ref-
lective o the narrative.

Anantha Murthy has popu-
larized the principles  and
technigues of the New Critics
of England and America. In
the words of Ramachandra
Sharma, “Anantha Murthy's
role as a critic has been of
seminal importance in shap-
ing the direction of modern
kannada criticism. He has
dgenerated a few original con-
structs and ably used his vast
knowledge of English litera-
ure to asscss the present
literary outpur. His influence
on younger critics has beon
considerable.”

Ananiha Murthy has so {ar
published three novels, live
collections of shorl stories,
one drama, threc collections
of poetry and five collections
of essays and criticism.

wilh aciress Snehlata Redoy
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with Bendre, Ginsh kamad, Kurtkory, Joshi and others

Since 1981, he has been edit-
ing Rujuvathu, a Kannada
journal devoted “to experi-
MENtAation in creative writing
and open-minded dialogues
on disturbing socio-political
and cultural gquestions.”

Wiilh B.K. Bhauacharyya, LN, Choucdhurd

From an English Lecture-
ship at twenty-four to a Vice-
chancellorship  at  ifty-five
wids a long but cxciting carcer
for the grandson of an ortho-
dox Vaidika Brahrirn. Al the
agrahara, where he grew up,
the day of the boy Anantha
Murthy would begin with jopa,
then the Sanskrit pathsala in
the monastery, witnessing

fierce debates between pun-
dits on interpreting ancient
texis, or between themsel
vies and visiting scholars or
reformers on opics ranging
from casie systerm to Dar
win's theory, with school six
kilometres away, and on the
wiay seeing electricity, hear-
ing radio or immaculate
English or atheist talk. “Thus
on a single day, | was expo-
sed to worldviews of diffe-
rent centuries, and they co-
existed in my mind,” recalled
Anantha Murthy vears later.
Something of this “bewilder-
ing coexistence of centuries”
the essence of the Universe
breathes through Anantha
dMurthy's works.

with 5K, Desai
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MNOVELS

SamMsKARA  Saddar: Akshara  Praka-
shana, 1965 152p. 18 om,
Samskara has boeon ranslaved
into Hindi, Malavalam, Boengali,
Marathi, Tamil, French, Russian,
German, Bulgaran and -Engdlish.
Ak Ramanujan's English ransla
lianis an Oxlord University Press
publication. It has been prescribec
a5 g fext book in some American
Lniversitics.,

BraraTIFURA. Sagar: Akshara Praka-
shana, 1973 2680, 21 Cm.
BHaraTURs Nas been translated
into Hindi and dMalayalam.

AvasTHE  Sagar  Akshara  Praka-
shana, 1978 178p. 21 cm.
Avasmial has been rranslated ino
Hindi, Malayalam and English.

SHORT STORIES

Enpenou Mucivans, Kathe,  Mysore:
Suruchi Prakashana, 1955, 860,
15 cm.

Frasme.  Sagar Akshara Proka-
shana, 1962 180p. 18 om.

Mavse Sadar Akshara Prakashana,
1972, 88 p. 21 <m.

ARASHA MaTTU BERKL, Sagar; Akshara
Prakashana, 1981, 154p. 25 om

ERarm DasHAakADRAs KATHEGALL. Sagar:
Akshiara Prakashong, 1981, 4650,
25 CIm.

LHANA

AvaHaNE  Sagar Aksharn Prakae
shana, 1971, 450, 25 o,

POETRY

Bavars, Shimoga: Sahyvadr Praka-
shana, |63 40p. 183 om.

1 5 Papyacall) Sagar: Akshara Praka-
shana, 1970, 420 25 om

Aiana FIEGALA  MeELNA  SUKKDGALLL
Mysore: Rujuvalhiu Prakashana,
19848, 25 Cm,

ESSAY AMD CRITICISM

Fraake Maris Parisaps Sagar:
Akshara Prakashana, 1974, 2360,
25 cm,

SamMivESA. Sagar: Akshara Prokae
shana, 1974, 1040, 25 om.

SaMakstiana. Shimoga: Aranya
Prakashana, 1980, 2020 21 om.

Purvapspa. Sagar: Akshara Praka-
shana, 19849, 25 cm.

FaRmMATAKA - A Puiomal Book. Banga
lore: Gangarom’s Book Burcau,
| =563

EMNTED

Fearsana Bavva, Nalionial Book Trast,
Inclia, 1972 S00p. 25 Cm.

RuocreatHo, A paoliteal, cultural and
literary  quarterly i Kannecda,
started from January i)
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Birth

EndenciuMudiyada Kathe, first shor
story collectionin Kannada
Lecturerin English,

Liniversiny of Mysore

Bavali, first poetry collection;
Commonwealth Fellowship
Samskara, lrstnovel

Ph.C, University of Birmingham,
L1k,

Readerin English,

Liniversity of Mysore

Bestsiory Award for the film
Ssamskara

Auvahomne, first drama

Homi Bhabha Fellowship for
Creative Writing

Uiniversiny of loswa: Honorany
Fedlowship in Writing, visiting
Writer, Visiting Professor
Beststory Avward for the tilem
Ghaotashradcdhos Momber, General
Council of Sahitya Akademi: Visiting
Protessor, Tults University
Professorof English; Mermber,
Academic Council, Mysore
Uiniversiny: General Secretary,
People's Union of Civil Libertics,
Ramataka

Editor, Rujueatho

Wisiting Professor, Shivaji University
Karnataka Sahitva Akadermi Award
for Fiction

Kamataka Government Award for
literarny distinction

Ida Bearm Visiting Prolessor,
University of lowa

Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence,
University of lovwa
Vice-Chancellor, Mahamma Gandhi
Liniversity, Kottayam
Visit to Denmark
Visit o Russia and China
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