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Vaivavan (M.5.P.Murugesan) was
porn on Zdth December 1939 in a village
named Vellakkurtal, surrounded by hills
and hillocks, 11 kilometers from
Vanivambadi in WVellore District, His
parents Mr M5 Paramasivam and Mrs,
T.A, Amirtha Sigaman belonged to
hurnble lower middle class. They went o
Madras for doing business, bringing the
son with them. As Vaiyavan's father was a
voracious reader, he initiated him to havea
taste i literamre, His tather liked his son
o become
arranged a special tuition in English before
joining him m any school, It encouraged
him to read Bernard Shaw at his eleventh
vear, His ardent  love for Tamal did not
rain him from loving Enghsh also.
MNurtured by moether’s high powersd
imagination and story telling Vaivavan’s
early childbood was made fertile with
imagination and readership, Due o oa
debacle in business they could not thrive in
Madras. But Vaiyavan continued bis
stidies in an orphanage. It had a preat
impact in his mind, which helped to know
the trials and tribulation of Tife,

In his hostel days his love for Tamil
literature found exposure through editing 2
manuscripl inagazine named as “Tamil
oli*. He wrote skits, shorl stories and
editorials and circulated 1t among the
hostel mares. Afrer completing 5.5.1.0C he
went (o settle at Truppaturnow  in
Wellors Dhstrict), his mother’s native place
which paved the  ground to Vaivavan's
literary and social activities.

well wersed in English,

He became the secretary of lango
HNakkiva Manram, a literary association
serving  for seven years, conducting
woeekly readings of Cilappadhikaaram,
arcanging functions and literary meetings.
He traveled by cvele to establish branches
in Sanitary Workers” Trade Union , Beedi
Workers Trade Union offering his humble
service for the working class . He became
the news paper agent for lanasakthi, a
daily news paper,

Meanwhile he did many  jobs as
Section Writer, Newspaper bov, Servant in
a Greneral Merchant Shop and a Cloth
Shop, lending library maintenance,
Mewspaper agent. Jaggpery mundy servant,
Mational  Malara  Eradication Scheme
supervisor, as epsom Salt packer, as house-
keeper and as office boy in *Pesumpadam’
the Film news monthly and untrained
teacher. All the experiences were
portrayed as true Life pictures in his whole
core of writing, He wrote taking  (rue
characters (rom his own lile.

When he was serving as an N.M.EP
Surveillanee Inspector, the Unit Offcer
objected his writing carcer. Vaiyavan then
and there resigned his post, Considering
that the teaching prodession alone could
give him freedom, he joined the Teacher's
training course and became a Sccondary
Citade Teacher in 1963, He procured all his
P Degrees and diplomas by sell study,
Aller his pest eraduate studies both in
Tamil and Enghsh, he passed Rashira
Basha m Hindi and had undergone a PG,
Diploma in Malayvalam at C.LLL Mysore
staying there for one year, where he read
all the prominent Malayvalam writars,
Serving as a PG English Teacher and
Tamil Pundit with a total service of 31
years and he retired from service in June
1994,
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[eing a voracious reader he had read
works of Russian  writers, American

Writers and Indian writers. [ndeed
Pudumaippithan  the great short story
wriler and Poet Bharathivar impressed

hurm, meulding bis lterary path.

In 1956 his
pubhshed i Amudha Surabhi, He had
writlen more than 200 short stories, which
were acclaimed by the erntics for the
illumination o (truth, humanitarian
handling and spectacularly  simplistic
style. Another eritic revered his purity of
secial awareness, new angles in story
telling and realistic portravals,

first short story was

His first novel fora padbithal
Firanthom, which won Tamil nadu Govt,
Award, has opened new vistas i the
lueman mationaliso,
idealism  and expansion of the mind

CONSCIOUSNess o

through service, This novel was lest ol its
kind to give importance to dignity of
labour which could be found reflected in
almaost all his works,

In s second novel Jomuna he has
poriraved highly humanitanan characiers
drawn from the Life and won State Bank
Literary Award, A critic appreciated the
novel as “having International standand
and could boldly be translaed ne all
world languages for propagating hope and
faith, Like simple lamp lit in the modern
times  of cruelty, vielence, vengeance,
crookedness, the message of the nove
would remain lit forever”,

[n hizs novels Junctionilae oru
Membalam, Manal Veli Maangal,
Kanniyaragi Nilavinilaadi, he siresses
that no oppression should be left ool
without any social reaction. The socialy
should injustice,
unatraid of the consequences. All his 10
novels, 10 short novels, were whole-
heartedly welcomed by the readers for his

ralse  volce  agalnst

mastery m dialogue writing and originally
simplistic style. He has written 80 poems,
many cssavs, 40 books for scheol children,
| 5 books for the neo literates in Tamil,
Vadvavan's drama Awemde Bhavan
was acclaimed by the critics, and won the
Best Drama Award Irom State Bank for
exeiting admiration for s well knit plot,
veracity of character for its brilliant
Brahminical dialogue, comparable o
Lowis Pirandelle's statement on dram.

Vaivavan’s stndy on Kerala
Malahaliyin Makkal which won Gov, of
Tamilnadu award for the best book on
other state and acclaimed by the Thrector
of CLLL, Mysore for its depth of
knowledge and love for the language and
the people stutfed with extensive materials
by meeting the people in person and
throngh writings,

A g literary eritic he stood apart from
the rowtine eritics and eriticiaed the crities
for their bias on magazine writing and
offered a very evaluative study as well as
appreciative criticiam on the lare Tanl
writer Jogasirpivan in his book
Segasivpiyan orne Pearvai (which was
spansored by Cllakkiva Chinthanai” a
literary trust

His sccond crificism on Bharathi,
Malvakavi revealed many new dimensions
of Bharathi had won the best book award
of Amuodha Surabhi-Shriram Trust and
won the best study reward on Bharathi
from Bharathi Panpaattu Maiyam  and
Sriram Trust, Many readers and critics
found  that Vaivavan™s wrilings have a
magic spell of abserbing the reader and
making him or her part and parcel of the
wirh.

His twor English books Netion builder
Mefien and Loving Anfmuods were chosen
for Blackboard Scheme ol Govt. of India.
The minister for Animal wellare praised
the hook ‘Loving Animals’ as an unusual
one and eccupving a special place of merit
in her library,



Fannada Wrirer Ramachanes

After his retirement he devotes his
time for writing English and Tamil books
He had written the story and dialogue for
the short [ilm made by Chorha creations
Namma Oworn Nafle Oorn (Under
Rockfeller Foundation aid).

He wok part in the Arivali Thittam
under the auspices of Stale Resource
Centre, Chennal went for area supervision
regarding  the functioning of the Neo
literate  Projects at Tiruvananthapuram,

Pune and Mysore, and took part in many of

the writers” workshop and  seminars
conducted for the Neo literates for which
he was awarded Malcolm Adiseshiah
Avvurd, Being the Managing Trustee of
Adkya Trust {Amalgamation of Indigenous
Knowledge for Youthful Action), giving
fraining o the School drop outs in job
aoricnted  courses under Jan Sikshan
Sansthan.

Mlany ol his works have been used by
M.Phil and Ph.I» students for procuring

i Honours Faivavan

the
and prefers low key because nothing
should deviate him from doing his work as
in o "Karma Yoga® way. His ideal motto
wits faken from Hatimiai, (Do only good
and then throw it in the river) Being a greal
admarer of Albert Schweitzer he stands [or
‘Reverence for life through out the entive
universe” and opines that a writer’s life
should have integrity between what he
writes and how he lives,

degrees, Valyavan is shy ol publicity

Being a staunch humanist he respeces
nationalism, and considers literature is a
means o unie the whole world without
any prejudice among the ethnie groups.,

Vaivavan's voungesl brother
P.5rinivasan, M.A.B.L (Poct
Wasantharajan), wile Sakunthaly, davghier
Dibacing and  his son DeJeevagan an
Uralogist are the seurces of strength in all
bs endeavours in life and Tiderature, He s
restding in Chennai with his son and
faimily.
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State Bank General Manager Awardy for the Best Novel

Dirama
198 Ananda Bhavan
2] [dipaadugal

Short Novels

1970 Paadipparandha Kuvil

1971 Nangooram

1982 Shenbaga Marangal

1992 Nilaakkala Nesangal

1904 Agravaramum Perumogchum
99 Deepika

Translation
2001 OruKaadhal Diary
{Vaikom Md, Basheer's Kamukandae diary)
Science
[988  Maveena Arivival Kalanjiam
Iy Mannvalamum Neetppadhukappum
198 Movarivum Karovigal
208M) Laser
2001 Aazhkadaliyal
2} Azhivilla Aatral
2002 Vinnvelivom Manidha Membadum

Short Story Collection

1997 [sai Maarkali

1992 Vendumadi Eppodhum Viduthalai

19443 kodhikkum Thagarak Kooraiyin
Meedhoru Poonm

1994 Epnarumai Incia

195 Samakalathavar

2000 Vaiyavan Kadhaigal (Part 1)

2000 Vaivavan Kadhaigal (Part 11)

Poetry Caollection
1995 Nisabdha Gopuram
1999 Vedi Vazhipaadu

Essay Collection
1982 Mahabalivin Makkal
A Study on Kerala history, language and culture)
148 Oru Podhiva Paarval
1992 Ella Kaatrottamum Pudhithu thaan
1999 Kannadi chiravil sila Kadalgal

Criticism

1987 Jegasirpivan Oru Paarvai
1993 Mahakavi (On Bharathi)



Children's Books
990 Raojamotiu
1991  Venrukaattiva Veera Mangaiyar

1992 Maavendhar Kadhaigal

1993 Kagithappunnagai

1994 Bhagavan Buddhar

19495 Yesu Kristhu

|94 Karunai Manu

Movels

1976 Inrupudhithai Piranthomi2 parts)
1977 Jamuna

1978 Sangiligal

1982 Koodiya Seckkiram

1985 Junctionilac Oru Membalam
1997 Manalveli Maangal

1908 Kanniyvaragi Milavinil Aadi
189 [dho ippodhu Udhayvam
202 Seedhai Hladha Ramavanam

Radio play
1983 Junctionilag oru Membalam

Editorial assistance
1976 Gnanaratham {coedited)
1983 Kalki

(5ub editor for a brief period)
1995 Mangalam Weekly

{ Bditor in charge)

English Poetry Collection

188 Delightand the Dromes
1999 Ventilation

2002 Towmeys

2005 River uns emply
English Novels

2006 Om
2008 Yog

English essays

1992 MNation Builder Mehru
1995 Jesus Christ
1998  Lord Buddha

Philosophical essay collection
2007 Thelight everyone longs for

Science for Children

1999 How tosave oil?
Translation
2008 Red Soiband Rain Water

(Sclections from Kurunthogai)

Awards
1951 Caleutta Tamil Wrilers associalion
Firsl prize [or essay on Bharathi

1981 Inru Pudhithaip Piranthom
[ Best novel for two years)
1952 Mahabaliyin Makkal
(Crovt OF Tamil nadu Award Tor
the best book on culture)
1983 TE.C.Cenienary Essay

compelition second Prize
1991 Jeevi Films award for Manalveli
Maangal (The hest novel)
Amudha Surabhi Shriram Trust
award for the best hook on

1992

Bharathi ‘“Mahakavi’®

State Bank Award for the bast
short story collection”lsai
Maarkali’

Ciovtof Tamilnadu awarnd first
prize for the best Sceicnes book
*Laser’

1992

1992

1992 Lilly Deivasigamant Award for
the Best short story collection
1984 State Bank Award for the hest

drama “Ananda Bhavan®

I3 Malcolm Adishesiah Award for
the active participation in Meo
literate activitics

1446,

Some of Vaivavan's short stories and short novels have been ranslated inte English,

Hindi, Urdu, Kannada and Bengali

D Maleafm Adizsheshia Award



