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GORAK RECEIVING
THE SAHITY A ARKADEMI AWARD
FROM JAWAHARLAL NEHRL. 196

wenty-seven years ago

Vinavak Krishna Gokak
had received the Sahitya
Akademni Award for his Dyvava
PrRITHVI, "Nirada™ and “lagdita”,
the two long poems in the
volume, present symbolic
pictures, of the cloud as
viewed from the earth, and
of the earth as seen from the
sky. a unique conception of
mans evolution and his
fuure. The grandeur of the
poets vision and its lyrical
expression have been cited
as outstanding contribution
to Kannada poetry,

Gokak is the pioneer of
maodem Kannada poetry and
is also the first 10 write of
travel abroad in the form of
letters, SAMUDRADACHEYINDA,
in 1960, giving an insight into
the life and letters of the
British,

Gokak is an eminent poet,
playwright, nowelist, critic
and educationist and is pre-
sently the President of the

Sahitva Akaderni, the Na-

tional Academy of Letiers,
His place in the history of
Kannada literature is - an
assured one, as R.S. Mugali
writes ;

"Gokak is one of the brilliant
poels, in whom one can see

a rare combination of the
visionary and the realist.

‘Nature on the fringe of the

Malenad has  thrilled  him.
The mystical tradition in Kan-
nada and English poctry has
nourished his genius, Jour-
ney abroad towards the east
and the west, residence in
different parts of India and
wide contact with varied
people — all this has widen-
ed his horizon and enriched
his experience, The:
phl'lusuphy of Sri Aurobindo
has provided the base for his
thought. The study of socia-
list ideology has heightened
his social awareness. He has
opencd new paths in Kan-
nada poetry and made uni-
que experiments in form and
content. In more than 15 of
his collections we  come
across lyrics, longer poems
and verse plays, set'to a high
key., His lyvrics mirror  the
moods and thoughts of an

‘aspiring and assimilating per-

sonality. In them, the high
ideals of surrender 1o the
Divine have sought powerful
cxpression in intensc  lan-
Huagde, The dreaminess of
Shellevan  temperament  is
part of the poets make-up,
But it is noteworthy that he
does not swing 1o any
exireme and that he brings
todether  all  the different
notes  into his  own  syme
phony, as a result of his
Indian background and his
own Sadhana.
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KARANTH, GORAK AND MASTI

*His journey 1o England on
board the ship brought him
face to face with the sea in
all its moods and inspired
him to write his songs of
the sed, SAMUDRAGITAGALLL
These songs, written in ree
verse, have been acclaimed
as a rare gift 10 Kannada
poetry, departing as they do
from the conventional des-
criptions of the sea in old
classics. Poems like "Nauka-
yvantra® occurring  in this
collection revealed a new
dimension and a new social
awareness in the poet. It
became more pronounced
in ABHYUDAYA and Navra
KAVITEGALL, With the latter,
Gokak came oul with his
modemist poems and ush-
ered a new trend in Kannada
poetry ...

“Vinayaka has not only
written significant verse and
song plays like MAHASVETE
and Twrana barl, he has also

written  fulllength  social
plays in prose like Jasans
vaKAa and YUGANTARA: and
a one-act farce, VIMARSAKA
VAIDYA, 1IN JAaNANAYAKA, the
conflict between the private
and public life of a leador
ending in tragedy has been
depicted through a series of
tense situalions. YUGANTARA
is a very new kind of play to
Kannada as it delivers a
message, embodying the
synihesis of communism
and spirituality in dramatic
form ...

It is noteworthy that an
eminent poet, considered to
e romantic and spiritual
Iy-minded has shown him-
self as no less a realist in his
fiction. Gokak has written his
comprehensive novel, Sama
RASAVE Jivana, portraying
accord and discord in the
conjugal life and filled it
with a gallery of significant
characters.”
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